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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 19 “A lamentation for the princes of Israel.” A lioness raises royal whelps, two of whom are captured and removed. The imagery then changes to a fruitful vine whose strong royal rods are broken and burned until no sceptre remains to rule. Mansfield relates the lament to the tragic closing kings of Judah.
Ezekiel 19:1-4 — The first young lion
The mother is a lioness among lions. One whelp becomes a young lion, catches prey, is trapped by the nations and carried in chains to Egypt. Mansfield identifies this first royal figure with Jehoahaz.
Ezekiel 19:5-9 — The second young lion
Another whelp rises, becomes predatory and lays cities waste. Nations gather against him, trap him and bring him in chains to the king of Babylon so that his voice is no longer heard on Israel’s mountains. Mansfield relates the figure especially to Jehoiachin while noting the wider tragic sequence of Judah’s final kings.
Ezekiel 19:10-14 — The royal vine loses its sceptres
The mother becomes “a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters,” fruitful and possessing strong rods fit for rulers’ sceptres. The vine is then plucked up in fury, dried by the east wind and planted in a dry wilderness. Fire consumes the fruit and strong rods until “she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule.” The chapter closes as a lamentation.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Judah’s royal house is lamented rather than celebrated.
• The final princes become predatory and are captured.
• The royal vine loses its strong sceptres.
• The failure of Judah’s kings prepares the need for the faithful ruler promised elsewhere.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The royal identifications are retained as Mansfield’s explicit historical reading. The chapter’s lament does not cancel the Davidic hope already marked in Ezekiel 17; it records the collapse of the contemporary royal house.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield’s note observes the wider sequence of the last kings, but the source most clearly identifies Jehoahaz and especially Jehoiachin in the two-lion imagery; no more precise mapping is forced.
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