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Source: Ezekiel 20 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 88-91.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 20 “THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF YAHWEH.” When elders enquire, Yahweh answers by reviewing Israel’s repeated rebellion in Egypt, in successive wilderness generations and in the land. Again and again complete destruction is withheld “for my name’s sake.” The chapter then turns to future regathering, discrimination, covenant and acceptance before ending with the southern-fire oracle that leads into chapter 21.
Ezekiel 20:1-17 — Egypt and the first wilderness generation
Yahweh refuses the elders’ enquiry and makes them face the fathers’ abominations. In Egypt He chose Israel and promised the land, yet they rebelled. In the wilderness He gave statutes, judgments and Sabbaths “that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them.” Rebellion continues, but again Yahweh acts “for my name’s sake” and does not make a complete end.
Ezekiel 20:18-32 — The next generation and rebellion in the land
The children are warned not to repeat their fathers’ ways, yet they rebel also. Mansfield treats the later destructive statutes and child-passing-through-fire practices as judicial consequence of a people persistently rejecting Yahweh’s good judgments, not as evidence that Yahweh delights in moral evil. High-place worship continues under the name Bamah, and the present generation still wants to become like the nations serving wood and stone.
Ezekiel 20:33-38 — Regathered into the wilderness of the peoples
Yahweh gathers Israel with mighty hand and brings them into “the wilderness of the people.” There He causes them “to pass under the rod” and brings them “into the bond of the covenant.” Rebels and transgressors are purged out. Mansfield strongly marks this as a discriminating future regathering rather than an indiscriminate return.
Ezekiel 20:39-44 — Israel’s future acceptance
In Yahweh’s holy mountain the restored house serves Him. Gathered from the nations, they remember their former ways and “lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils.” Acceptance rests on Yahweh acting “for my name’s sake, not according to your wicked ways.” Mansfield’s boxed study makes the repeated Name-purpose central to the chapter.
Ezekiel 20:45-49 — The forest of the south
The English chapter division ends with an oracle of fire against the south. Every green and dry tree is consumed and all flesh sees that Yahweh kindled it. Ezekiel reports the people’s complaint, “Doth he not speak parables?” Mansfield treats this as the transition into the sword prophecy of chapter 21.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Israel’s history repeatedly combines rebellion with Yahweh’s patience.
• Sabbaths were signs that Yahweh sanctified His people.
• Yahweh repeatedly acts “for my name’s sake.”
• Future regathering includes judgment and purging of rebels.
• Restored Israel serves Yahweh in His holy mountain and repudiates former sins.
• Divine faithfulness, not Israel’s merit, secures the ultimate purpose.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The difficult language of vv.25-26 is kept within Mansfield’s judicial reading: after rejecting Yahweh’s good statutes, Israel is handed over to destructive practices bound up with its chosen rebellion. It is not presented as Yahweh originating or approving child sacrifice. The future regathering remains explicitly Israel’s and includes covenant discipline rather than replacement by another people.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The source preserves the central boxed study on “I wrought for my name’s sake” but not every smaller reference attached to it; no missing chain is reconstructed.
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