H. P. MANSFIELD BIBLE NOTES - EZEKIEL
EZEKIEL 21
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield develops Ezekiel 21 around the sword drawn against Jerusalem. The obscure forest-fire parable at the end of chapter 20 is explained openly: Yahweh’s sword is drawn against the land, Jerusalem and its rulers. Ezekiel must sigh publicly, the sword is sharpened and furbished, Nebuchadnezzar stands at the parting of the ways, and Zedekiah is told that the crown will be overturned “until he come whose right it is.” A separate closing oracle turns the sword against Ammon.
Ezekiel 21:1-7 — The sword drawn; Ezekiel sighs
Ezekiel sets his face toward Jerusalem, the holy places and the land. Yahweh says, “I will draw forth my sword out of his sheath.” Mansfield identifies this as the explanation of the figurative southern fire in chapter 20. Ezekiel must then sigh publicly “with the breaking of thy loins”; the people’s melting hearts and feeble hands embody the terror of the approaching tidings.
Ezekiel 21:8-17 — The sharpened and furbished sword
“A sword, a sword is sharpened, and also furbished.” The repeated language of sharpening, polishing, slaughter, crying and hand-smearing conveys the relentless certainty of judgment. Judah’s sceptre cannot shield the nation from the sword Yahweh has appointed.
Ezekiel 21:18-23 — Nebuchadnezzar at the parting of the ways
Two routes are marked: one toward Rabbah of Ammon and one toward Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar uses arrows, images and liver inspection in divination, and the result points toward Jerusalem. Mansfield’s route diagram illustrates the choice, while the theological emphasis is that the military decision still falls within Yahweh’s declared judgment.
Ezekiel 21:24-27 — The crown removed until the rightful ruler
The “profane wicked prince of Israel” is told, “Remove the diadem, and take off the crown.” The existing order is overturned three times “until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him.” Mansfield explicitly connects this with Christ as the future rightful Davidic ruler, in contrast with Zedekiah’s failed kingship.
Ezekiel 21:28-32 — The sword against Ammon
A separate oracle announces a drawn and polished sword against Ammon. Their diviners see vanity and lies; indignation is poured out and the nation is handed to destructive men. The Ammonite judgment therefore does not cancel Jerusalem’s judgment but accompanies it.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• The forest-fire symbol is openly interpreted as the sword of judgment.
• Ezekiel’s grief becomes part of the warning.
• Nebuchadnezzar’s military decision remains under Yahweh’s control.
• Zedekiah’s crown is removed.
• Failed kingship is followed by the promise of the One “whose right it is.”
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s Christological identification of the rightful Davidic ruler is retained as his explicit interpretation. The wording still distinguishes Yahweh, who removes the crown and gives the kingdom, from the ruler to whom the right belongs.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield includes a small route diagram and notes on Babylonian divination; the Expositor retains the clearly recovered practices without attempting a fuller reconstruction of the ritual.
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