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EZEKIEL 22
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 22 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 93-95.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 22 “JERUSALEM: THE BLOODY CITY.” The chapter first catalogues the city’s sins, then compares Israel with dross gathered into a furnace, and finally indicts every level of leadership and society. Prophets, priests, princes and people have all corrupted their responsibilities, and Yahweh finds no man able to stand in the gap.
Ezekiel 22:1-16 — The bloody city and its sins
Jerusalem is charged with bloodshed and idolatry. Mansfield’s summary draws together dishonour of parents, oppression of stranger, fatherless and widow, contempt for holy things and Sabbaths, tale-bearing, sexual immorality, usury, extortion and dishonest gain. The climactic diagnosis is, “and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord GOD.” Scattering among the nations follows.
Ezekiel 22:17-22 — Israel as dross in the furnace
The house of Israel has become “dross.” Silver, brass, tin, iron and lead are gathered into the furnace; Yahweh blows upon them with the fire of wrath. Mansfield notes that the refining image here is primarily judicial: accumulated corruption is exposed under the heat of judgment.
Ezekiel 22:23-29 — Every order corrupted
Prophets conspire, devour and speak lying visions; priests violate Yahweh’s law and fail to distinguish holy from profane; princes are like ravening wolves seeking dishonest gain; the people oppress, rob and wrong the poor, needy and stranger. Mansfield emphasises the comprehensive social failure.
Ezekiel 22:30-31 — No man to stand in the gap
Yahweh says, “I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land.” The tragic verdict is, “but I found none.” Indignation therefore falls and their own way is recompensed upon their heads.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Jerusalem is “the bloody city.”
• Violence, idolatry, immorality, greed and contempt for holy things are interconnected.
• The furnace exposes Israel as dross.
• Prophets, priests, princes and people all fail.
• Yahweh searches for someone to stand in the gap, but none is found.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The statement that no man was found is kept in its immediate Jerusalem setting. It is not silently converted into a later doctrinal proof-text; Mansfield’s source emphasis here is the total failure of contemporary leadership and society.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The recovered source contains an inserted sins summary but not every smaller supporting cross-reference; no missing list of references is reconstructed.
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