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EZEKIEL 23
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 23 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 95-97.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 23 “The harlotry of Aholah and Aholibah.” The two sisters are Samaria and Jerusalem. Both abandon Yahweh for idolatrous and political alliances, but Jerusalem sees Samaria’s ruin and becomes still more corrupt. Their former lovers become instruments of judgment, and the chapter culminates in Yahweh’s indictment of adultery, bloodshed, child sacrifice and sanctuary pollution.
Ezekiel 23:1-10 — Aholah: Samaria
Aholah is identified as Samaria. Although belonging to Yahweh, she dotes upon Assyria and continues patterns associated with Egypt. Yahweh delivers her into the hands of her Assyrian lovers, who expose her shame, take her children and destroy her. Mansfield treats Samaria’s fate as a warning Jerusalem should have understood.
Ezekiel 23:11-21 — Aholibah exceeds her sister
Aholibah is Jerusalem. She sees Samaria’s judgment yet becomes “more corrupt in her inordinate love,” turning toward Assyria and Chaldea and reviving Egypt-linked unfaithfulness. Mansfield stresses aggravated guilt: Jerusalem knowingly repeats and intensifies conduct whose consequences were already visible.
Ezekiel 23:22-35 — Former lovers become the punishment
Babylonians, Chaldeans and allied peoples are raised against Jerusalem. Her splendour and jewels are removed, and she must drink the cup associated with Samaria’s astonishment and desolation. The moral explanation is direct: “thou hast forgotten me, and cast me behind thy back.”
Ezekiel 23:36-49 — The divine indictment
Mansfield heads this material “THE DIVINE INDICTMENT.” The sisters are charged with covenant adultery, bloodshed, idolatry, child sacrifice, sanctuary defilement and Sabbath profanation. Their hypocrisy is intensified by entering Yahweh’s sanctuary in conjunction with idol worship. Judgment comes as upon adulteresses and murderers, with the final recognition: “ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Samaria and Jerusalem are portrayed as covenant-breaking sisters.
• Jerusalem’s guilt is aggravated because she saw Samaria’s punishment.
• Foreign political and religious dependence becomes spiritual adultery.
• Child sacrifice and Temple pollution expose the depth of apostasy.
• Former lovers become instruments of judgment.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The chapter’s sexual language is retained as deliberate covenant metaphor and is not graphically elaborated. The emphasis remains religious and political unfaithfulness to Yahweh, not sexual description for its own sake.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The names Pekod, Shoa and Koa are retained as part of the source’s list of attackers; no speculative identification beyond Mansfield’s recovered notes is added.
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