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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 24 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, physical source pages 97-99.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield divides Ezekiel 24 into two solemn signs. The parable of the boiling pot is dated to the exact day Nebuchadnezzar begins Jerusalem’s siege; the bloody city is boiled and the empty pot heated until its filthiness is consumed. Then Ezekiel’s wife, “the desire of thine eyes,” dies and the prophet is forbidden the normal public rites of mourning. His stunned conduct becomes a sign of the shock awaiting the exiles when Temple and family are lost.
Ezekiel 24:1-5 — The exact day and the boiling pot
On the ninth year, tenth month, tenth day Ezekiel must write down the date because the king of Babylon begins the siege “this same day.” Mansfield strongly marks the precision. The pot is set on, filled with water and choice pieces, reversing the earlier boast that Jerusalem’s cauldron guaranteed safety: the vessel now becomes the instrument of judgment.
Ezekiel 24:6-14 — The bloody city and the heated empty pot
Jerusalem is “the bloody city,” a pot whose scum remains. Blood is left openly on rock, calling for vengeance. After the contents are consumed, the brass pot itself is heated so that its filthiness may be melted away. Because Jerusalem would not be purged, Yahweh declares the judgment irrevocable: “I the LORD have spoken it.”
Ezekiel 24:15-18 — The sign of the mourning prophet
Mansfield heads this “THE SIGN OF THE MOURNING PROPHET.” Yahweh tells Ezekiel that “the desire of thine eyes” will be taken. Ezekiel’s wife dies in the evening; normal public mourning rites are forbidden, and the next morning he says, “I did ... as I was commanded.” Mansfield stresses the personal severity of a prophet whose own bereavement becomes a public sign.
Ezekiel 24:19-27 — The sign explained; Ezekiel’s mouth opened
The Temple is described as the people’s strength, glory and “the desire of your eyes.” Sons and daughters in Jerusalem also fall. The exiles will be too stunned for ordinary mourning and will pine away in their iniquities. When an escapee later brings news of Jerusalem’s fall, Ezekiel’s imposed dumbness ends: “In that day shall thy mouth be opened.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Jerusalem’s siege begins on the exact day Yahweh specifies.
• The boiling pot reveals the bloody city’s unavoidable judgment.
• Ezekiel’s private bereavement becomes a solemn public sign.
• The Temple itself, “the desire of their eyes,” will not be spared.
• The fall of Jerusalem will end Ezekiel’s imposed dumbness.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The source presents Ezekiel’s wife’s death as a prophetic sign but does not provide a wider explanation of her personal circumstances or moral status. The Expositor therefore records the sign and Ezekiel’s obedience without speculating beyond the text.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No name or additional biographical information for Ezekiel’s wife is supplied in the recovered HPB material, and none is inferred.
Ezekiel 24 | HPB Expositor Notes




