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EZEKIEL
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 00 - HPB Introduction.md; HP Bible source: HPB 12-Jer16-Eze26.pdf, principally physical source pages 62 and 69-70.
BOOK OVERVIEW
Mansfield introduces Ezekiel as a priest-prophet among the Jewish captives by the river Chebar in Babylonia. His opening vision comes in the fifth year of Jehoiachin’s captivity and begins a book organised around the appearance, departure, concealment, reappearance and return of the Glory of Yahweh.
EZEKIEL AND HIS HISTORICAL SETTING
Ezekiel is “the priest, the son of Buzi,” ministering among the exiles. Mansfield notes the significance of the “thirtieth year” in relation to priestly service. Jeremiah remained associated with the doomed city, while Ezekiel spoke among the deported community and explained why further judgment must still fall upon Jerusalem.
EZEKIEL AND OTHER PROPHETIC VISIONS
Mansfield writes that “The exile in Babylonia receives a vision comparable to the exile in Patmos.” He separately compares the opening cherubic vision with manifestations of divine glory in Genesis, the Tabernacle and Temple, Isaiah, Daniel and Revelation. These comparisons are an HPB study layer, not part of Ezekiel’s text.
THE GLORY IN ISRAEL
A large inserted analysis uses the movement of the divine Glory as the organising framework of the book: the Glory appears in chapters 1-3; departs through the Jerusalem judgment section; is hidden while the nations are judged; reappears in the restoration prophecies of chapters 33-39; and returns in the ordered worship and restored sanctuary of chapters 40-48.
THE WATCHMAN PRINCIPLE
Ezekiel is responsible to give the warning Yahweh places in his mouth. The hearer remains responsible for the response. Mansfield therefore measures prophetic faithfulness by faithful delivery of the divine word, not by whether the audience reacts favourably.
THE RECOGNITION FORMULA
Mansfield repeatedly marks the purpose formula “ye shall know that I am the LORD.” Both judgment and restoration vindicate Yahweh’s Name and reveal His holiness, sovereignty and purpose.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• The Glory of Yahweh provides the principal organising framework.
• Yahweh’s holiness and sovereignty govern both judgment and restoration.
• Ezekiel’s watchman role stresses prophetic and individual responsibility.
• Jerusalem is judged for idolatry and rebellion, yet a remnant is preserved.
• Hostile nations are judged and Israel is restored.
• The book culminates in the return of divine Glory and ordered worship.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s five-stage “Glory in Israel” chart is retained explicitly as an inserted study layer. References to the Spirit remain references to Yahweh’s Spirit/power within the prophetic vision; no separate co-equal person is imported into the source. The later temple material is described as Mansfield does, without adding detail not present in the HPB introduction.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Smaller references on the inserted analysis are not reconstructed where the photographed source does not preserve them clearly.
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