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EZEKIEL 27
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 27 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 1-4. Physical pages 2-3 show the same printed section from slightly different views.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield presents Ezekiel 27 as a lamentation over Tyre’s fall. The city is pictured as a magnificent merchant ship: constructed from the finest materials, crewed by skilled international labour, filled with goods from across the trading world, and then wrecked in the midst of the seas. The city’s very greatness becomes the measure of the catastrophe.
Ezekiel 27:1-11 — Tyre as a magnificent ship
Tyre boasts, “I am of perfect beauty.” Fir from Senir, cedar from Lebanon, oak from Bashan, ivory, Egyptian linen, blue and purple fabrics, mariners from Zidon and Arvad, Tyrian pilots, Gebalite shipwrights and foreign soldiers combine into one image of extraordinary splendour and international dependence.
Ezekiel 27:12-24 — “The fabulous wealth of Tyre”
Mansfield catalogues the trading peoples and commodities: Tarshish with metals; Javan, Tubal and Meshech; Togarmah with horses; Dedan with ivory and ebony; Syria with luxury goods; Judah and Israel with wheat, honey, oil and balm; Damascus, Arabia, Kedar, Sheba, Raamah and many others. The catalogue maps the economic network that made Tyre wealthy.
Ezekiel 27:25-32 — The magnificent ship is broken
The ships of Tarshish replenish Tyre until she is very glorious in the seas, but “the east wind hath broken thee.” Riches, merchandise, mariners, pilots, shipwrights and soldiers sink together. Mariners leave their ships, cast dust upon their heads and lament, “What city is like Tyrus, like the destroyed in the midst of the sea?”
Ezekiel 27:33-36 — From enrichment to terror
Tyre once enriched kings and peoples; now island inhabitants are astonished, kings are afraid and merchants hiss. The final verdict is, “thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt be any more.” Mansfield’s separate “THE TRADE OF TYRE” study uses later trade history to illustrate how commercial supremacy shifts and does not guarantee permanence.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Tyre’s beauty is built from the resources of many nations.
• Commercial power depends on a wide network of relationships.
• Wealth and technical skill do not guarantee permanence.
• The magnificent merchant ship becomes a wreck.
• The greater Tyre’s former glory, the greater the astonishment at her fall.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s historical “Trade of Tyre” notes are retained as a separate study layer, not allowed to replace Ezekiel’s ship-lament. The long commodities list is compressed only for readability; no outside trade identifications are added.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The two overlapping photographed views are treated as duplicate coverage of the same printed material, not as separate textual sources.
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