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EZEKIEL 28
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 28 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 4-5.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield divides Ezekiel 28 into the pride and fall of the prince of Tyre, the dirge over the king of Tyre, and judgment on Zidon followed by Israel’s restoration. Tyrian commercial wisdom produces riches, riches lift up the heart, and the ruler claims divine status. Mansfield explicitly treats the Eden and cherub imagery as poetic exaltation of a human king, not as a literal biography of a supernatural devil.
Ezekiel 28:1-10 — “Thou art a man, and not God”
The prince says, “I am a God” and claims to sit in God’s seat. Yahweh’s answer is decisive: “yet thou art a man, and not God.” Wisdom and commerce have produced silver and gold, but “thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches.” Foreign swords bring the ruler down, exposing the absurdity of claiming divinity before the one who kills him.
Ezekiel 28:11-19 — The dirge over the king of Tyre
The king is poetically described as full of wisdom and perfect in beauty, “in Eden the garden of God,” and as “the anointed cherub that covereth.” Mansfield compares this exalted privilege with Adamic and cherubic imagery: richly supplied, honoured and then corrupted through pride, commerce, violence and sin. He is cast down, exposed before kings and becomes a terror.
Ezekiel 28:20-24 — Zidon and the pricking brier
Ezekiel sets his face against Zidon. Pestilence, blood and sword reveal Yahweh’s judgment. The surrounding peoples who despised Israel will no longer remain a “pricking brier” or “grieving thorn.” Mansfield connects the removal of hostile neighbours with Israel’s future security.
Ezekiel 28:25-26 — Israel gathered and dwelling safely
Yahweh gathers Israel from the peoples, is sanctified in them before the nations, and restores them to the land given to Jacob. They build houses, plant vineyards and dwell safely after judgments fall on those who despised them. The recognition formula closes: “they shall know that I am the LORD their God.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Human commercial brilliance can foster self-deification.
• The king of Tyre remains a man, not God.
• Eden and cherub imagery expresses exalted privilege followed by pride and fall.
• Violence and corrupt traffic accompany Tyre’s downfall.
• Zidon is judged.
• Israel’s hostile thorns are removed and the people are gathered to dwell safely.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s source explicitly keeps the immediate subject as the human king of Tyre. The Eden and cherub language is therefore not converted into a biography of an immortal fallen angel or supernatural devil. The chapter itself repeatedly stresses human mortality: “thou art a man, and not God.”
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield’s “seal of similitude” study contains further comparisons around Adamic privilege and royal pride, but only the clearly recovered points are retained.
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