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EZEKIEL 29
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 29 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 5-7. Physical page 6 is a separate inserted study headed “SEVEN ORACLES AGAINST EGYPT.”
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 29 begins Mansfield’s seven-oracle Egypt sequence. Pharaoh is pictured as a great river-monster arrogantly claiming the Nile as his own creation. Yahweh draws him out with hooks, exposes Egypt as the broken reed on which Israel wrongly leaned, brings forty years of desolation, and then restores Egypt as a diminished kingdom. A second oracle gives Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar as wages for his service against Tyre and closes with a small restoration sign for Israel.
HPB study — Seven Oracles Against Egypt
Mansfield’s inserted chart organises Ezekiel 29-32 into seven fresh oracles: Pharaoh’s pride humbled (29:1-16); Egypt as Babylon’s wages (29:17-21); Egypt and her allies overthrown (30:1-19); Pharaoh’s power broken (30:20-26); the Assyrian cedar (31:1-18); lamentation over Egypt (32:1-16); and Egypt with her companions in the grave (32:17-32). The chart is a separate study layer, not part of Ezekiel’s text.
Ezekiel 29:1-7 — Pharaoh’s pride and the broken reed
Pharaoh is “the great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers” and boasts, “My river is mine own, and I have made it for myself.” Yahweh puts hooks in his jaws and draws him from the Nile with dependent peoples clinging to him. Egypt had also been “a staff of reed to the house of Israel”: when leaned upon, it broke and injured the one trusting it. Mansfield stresses both Pharaoh’s self-exalting pride and Israel’s misplaced political confidence.
Ezekiel 29:8-16 — Forty years and a base kingdom
Because of Pharaoh’s boast, sword and desolation fall upon Egypt. The land is waste for forty years and the Egyptians are scattered. Yahweh then gathers them back to Pathros, but Egypt becomes “the basest of the kingdoms” and no longer rules over nations. Mansfield’s historical notes use Egypt’s later loss of imperial dominance to illustrate this continuing but diminished status.
Ezekiel 29:17-21 — Egypt as wages for Nebuchadnezzar
A second dated oracle says Nebuchadnezzar’s army performed hard service against Tyre without receiving sufficient spoil. Yahweh therefore gives him Egypt as wages, describing the campaign as service within His providential purpose. The chapter closes with “the horn of the house of Israel” budding forth and Ezekiel’s mouth opened among them.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Pharaoh’s pride centres on claiming the Nile as his own achievement.
• Egypt is an unreliable reed when Israel trusts it instead of Yahweh.
• Egypt is humbled, scattered and later restored as a diminished kingdom.
• Nebuchadnezzar receives Egypt as wages within Yahweh’s providential judgment.
• A small restoration note for Israel closes the chapter.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s “Seven Oracles Against Egypt” chart is kept distinct from the chapter text. Nebuchadnezzar’s use as an instrument of judgment is not treated as moral approval of Babylon. The forty-year and later-history notes are retained only as far as the recovered HPB source supports them.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield’s historical notes discuss later periods of Egyptian foreign domination, but the recovered source summary does not preserve every chronological detail; none is reconstructed.
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