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EZEKIEL 30
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 30 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 8-9.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 30 contains the third and fourth of Mansfield’s Seven Oracles Against Egypt. The first announces the day of Yahweh against Egypt and her supporting alliance, with cities, idols and political power brought down. The second pictures Pharaoh’s arm broken beyond healing while Yahweh strengthens the arm of Babylon.
Ezekiel 30:1-9 — The day of Yahweh and Egypt’s helpers
Mansfield heads vv.1-19 “THE COMPLETE OVERTHROW OF EGYPT AND HER HELPERS.” “The day of the LORD is near,” a cloudy day and time of the nations. Egypt’s sword reaches Ethiopia and allied peoples including Libya, Lydia, Chub and the mingled people. “They also that uphold Egypt shall fall.” Yahweh burns Egypt and destroys her helpers.
Ezekiel 30:10-19 — Nebuchadnezzar, idols and cities
Yahweh says, “I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon.” Idols cease from Noph and there is “no more a prince of the land of Egypt.” Pathros, Zoan, No, Sin, Noph, Aven, Pi-beseth and Tehaphnehes enter the judgment. The section closes: “Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and they shall know that I am the LORD.”
Ezekiel 30:20-22 — Pharaoh’s arm broken beyond healing
The fourth oracle begins with Yahweh’s declaration, “I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt.” It has not been bound or healed so as to hold a sword again. Both the already-broken and the strong arm will be broken, making Pharaoh’s lost power unmistakable.
Ezekiel 30:23-26 — Babylon’s arm strengthened
Egyptians are scattered among nations while Yahweh says, “I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand.” The contrast is deliberate: Babylon is strengthened as the appointed instrument while Pharaoh collapses. The recognition formula again closes the oracle.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• The day of Yahweh reaches Egypt and her alliance.
• A network of helpers cannot preserve Egypt.
• Idols, cities and political power are all brought down.
• Pharaoh’s arm is broken beyond healing.
• Babylon’s arm is strengthened as Yahweh’s instrument of judgment.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The ‘day of Yahweh’ wording is kept in its immediate Egyptian judgment context while allowing Mansfield’s note that the phrase has wider scriptural significance. Yahweh’s strengthening of Babylon is providential use of an empire, not endorsement of its morality.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The source contains smaller identifications of allied peoples and historical rulers that are not fully preserved in the recovered notes; no extra identifications are supplied.
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