H. P. MANSFIELD BIBLE NOTES - EZEKIEL
EZEKIEL 31
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 31 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 9-10.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 31 is Mansfield’s fifth Egyptian oracle, “THE PARABLE OF THE ASSYRIAN CEDAR.” Pharaoh is told to consider Assyria: once a magnificent cedar nourished by abundant waters, towering above other trees and sheltering nations, but brought down when its heart was lifted up in pride. Egypt must learn from an empire whose greatness did not prevent Yahweh’s judgment.
Ezekiel 31:1-9 — Assyria as the cedar
Pharaoh is asked, “Whom art thou like in thy greatness?” The Assyrian is described as a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, great height and abundant waters. Birds nest in its boughs, beasts shelter beneath it and great nations live under its shadow. Even “all the trees of Eden ... envied him.” Mansfield reads the cedar as Assyrian imperial greatness and the dependent peoples sheltered beneath it.
Ezekiel 31:10-14 — Pride brings the cedar down
Mansfield heads the section “THE WARNING OF ASSYRIA’S FALL.” The tree’s heart is lifted up because of its height, so Yahweh delivers it to “the mighty one of the heathen.” “The terrible of the nations” cut it down. Its fall becomes a warning that no other exalted power should imagine itself exempt from death.
Ezekiel 31:15-17 — Poetic descent to the grave
Assyria’s descent produces mourning: the deep is covered, Lebanon mourns and nations shake. Other fallen ‘trees’ are pictured as comforted because the great cedar has joined them in the lower parts. Mansfield treats this as poetic imagery of death, national overthrow and the grave.
Ezekiel 31:18 — Pharaoh receives the same fate
The final question returns to Pharaoh: whom does he resemble in glory and greatness? The answer is that he too will be brought down among the slain. The interpretation is explicit: “This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Assyria’s greatness is pictured as a magnificent cedar.
• Resources and dependent peoples can create impressive imperial power.
• Pride in greatness leads to downfall.
• Assyria’s fall is a historical warning to Egypt.
• Pharaoh and his multitude will share the fate of earlier empires.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The Eden-tree imagery is retained as imperial poetry and comparison, not turned into a literal account of supernatural beings. Mansfield’s own explanation is historical and political: Assyria’s prior greatness and fall warn Egypt.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No attempt is made to identify every stream, tree or branch with a separate historical entity beyond Mansfield’s recovered interpretation.
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