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EZEKIEL 32
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 32 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 10-12.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 32 contains Mansfield’s sixth and seventh Egyptian oracles. Pharaoh first receives a lament: Yahweh catches the river-monster in a net, darkens Egypt’s political lights and sends Babylon’s sword. The final oracle then pictures Egypt joining Assyria, Elam, Meshech, Tubal, Edom, northern princes and Zidon in the grave. Mansfield’s inserted heading “PHARAOH’S TOUR OF SHEOL” treats the scene as dramatic funeral and grave imagery, not conscious immortal existence after death.
Ezekiel 32:1-16 — Lamentation over Egypt
Pharaoh is compared with a young lion and a great river-creature. Yahweh casts a net over him and leaves his carcass to birds and beasts. Sun, moon and stars are darkened over Egypt; Mansfield reads this as the extinction of political glory and rulership. The sword of the king of Babylon then brings Egypt’s multitude down, ending again with “they shall know that I am the LORD.”
Ezekiel 32:17-21 — Egypt brought down to the pit
The seventh oracle wails for Egypt and casts her “unto the nether parts of the earth, with them that go down into the pit.” The strong among the mighty are poetically pictured speaking from the grave. Mansfield consistently treats this as funeral imagery of death and national humiliation.
HPB study — “Pharaoh’s Tour of Sheol”
Mansfield pictures a funeral procession conducting Pharaoh to his resting place among earlier victims of conquest. The chapter repeatedly locates the nations among the slain, graves, the pit and swords laid beneath dead warriors. Egyptian afterlife imagery provides the dramatic setting, but the note does not turn the passage into doctrine of conscious immortal souls.
Ezekiel 32:22-30 — The fallen nations
Asshur, Elam, Meshech and Tubal, Edom, northern princes and Zidonians are each represented as former terrors now lying among the slain. Graves surround them, and former military reputation is reduced to the common end of death.
Ezekiel 32:31-32 — Pharaoh joins them
Pharaoh sees the fallen powers and is ‘comforted’ that Egypt is not alone. He and his army are slain by sword and laid “in the midst of the uncircumcised with them that are slain with the sword.” The ruler who once terrified others becomes simply another occupant of the grave.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Pharaoh’s greatness cannot escape Yahweh’s net and sword.
• Egypt’s political ‘lights’ are darkened.
• Babylon is the immediate instrument of overthrow.
• The grave places Egypt beside earlier fallen empires.
• Former terror does not survive death and defeat.
• Sheol is treated as poetic grave imagery and national humiliation.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s explicit ‘Pharaoh’s Tour of Sheol’ framework is preserved: the dramatic voices and company of the dead belong to funeral/grave imagery. The chapter does not require immortal conscious souls or ongoing conscious torment; its repeated vocabulary is slain, graves, pit and death.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield notes Egyptian funeral beliefs as background but the recovered source does not preserve a detailed reconstruction of ritual texts; none is imported.
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