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EZEKIEL 33
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 33 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 12-14.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield treats Ezekiel 33 as Ezekiel’s renewed commissioning at the point where Jerusalem’s fall changes the character of his work. The watchman principle returns, individual responsibility is restated, and Yahweh declares that He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. Then the fugitive arrives with the decisive news, “The city is smitten,” opening the restoration section. The chapter closes by exposing both presumption in Judah and religious listening without obedience among the captives.
Ezekiel 33:1-9 — The watchman and the trumpet
A watchman who sees danger must sound a clear warning. If the hearer refuses, responsibility rests on the hearer; if the watchman stays silent, blood-guilt comes upon the watchman. Yahweh directly recommissions Ezekiel: “I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel.” Mansfield’s practical notes stress clarity, responsibility and warning intended to produce reform.
Ezekiel 33:10-20 — Turn and live
Yahweh answers Israel’s despair: “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live.” Former righteousness does not excuse later rebellion, and former wickedness does not prevent genuine repentance. The complaint that Yahweh’s way is unequal is reversed: “I will judge you every one after his ways.”
Ezekiel 33:21-22 — “The city is smitten!”
A fugitive arrives from Jerusalem with the message, “The city is smitten.” Ezekiel’s mouth has been opened and he is “no more dumb.” Mansfield marks this as the historical vindication of the long warnings and the turning point into the major restoration prophecies.
Ezekiel 33:23-33 — Presumption and passive hearing
The remnant in Judah appeals to Abraham while continuing idolatry, bloodshed, violence and immorality; Yahweh asks, “shall ye possess the land?” Meanwhile the captives gather eagerly to hear Ezekiel but “they hear thy words, but they will not do them.” Mansfield compares their response with enjoying a beautiful song while refusing the message’s demands.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• The watchman must sound Yahweh’s warning clearly.
• Hearing creates personal responsibility.
• Yahweh desires repentance rather than the death of the wicked.
• Jerusalem’s fall vindicates Ezekiel’s warnings.
• Abrahamic descent does not excuse covenant rebellion.
• Admiring the Word without doing it is spiritually useless.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The chapter’s “deliver his soul” and “the wicked ... shall die” language is kept in the ordinary mortal-person sense used throughout Ezekiel. Nothing here requires an immortal conscious soul surviving death. The restoration outline at the foot of the HPB page is treated as Mansfield’s analytical layer, not part of the biblical text.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The small practical watchman list is only reproduced where legible in the recovered source; indistinct points are not reconstructed.
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