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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 34 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 14-15.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 34 around the coming Shepherd-King. Israel’s rulers are condemned for feeding themselves rather than the flock. Yahweh then declares that He Himself will search for, gather and restore His sheep, while also judging selfishness within the flock. The chapter reaches its climax in “one shepherd,” “my servant David,” followed by covenant peace, showers of blessing, the plant of renown and complete security.
Ezekiel 34:1-10 — Failed shepherds judged
The shepherds eat the fat, clothe themselves with wool and rule “with force and with cruelty,” while failing to strengthen the diseased, heal the sick, bind the broken, restore the driven away or seek the lost. Yahweh says, “Behold, I am against the shepherds” and requires His flock at their hand.
Ezekiel 34:11-16 — Yahweh searches for His flock
“I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out.” Yahweh gathers scattered Israel from the peoples, brings them into their own land, feeds them on good pasture and personally performs the pastoral work failed by human rulers. Mansfield stresses that the same neglected duties are answered by Yahweh’s faithful care.
Ezekiel 34:17-22 — Judgment within the flock
Yahweh judges “between cattle and cattle.” Stronger animals consume good pasture, foul the remaining water and thrust the weak aside. Mansfield marks that selfishness and oppression among the people are judged as surely as failed leadership.
Ezekiel 34:23-31 — One shepherd, covenant peace and blessing
Yahweh sets up “one shepherd,” “my servant David,” to feed the flock, while Yahweh remains their God. Mansfield reads the Davidic promise Messianically as Christ, the righteous Shepherd-King. A covenant of peace follows, with “showers of blessing,” fruitfulness, release from bondage, complete security, the “plant of renown,” and a people who know Yahweh is with them.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Leadership is stewardship of Yahweh’s flock.
• Self-serving rulers are accountable to God.
• Yahweh searches for and restores scattered Israel.
• The flock itself is judged for selfishness and oppression.
• The promised Davidic one Shepherd is Messianic.
• Restoration brings covenant peace, blessing and security.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The chapter carefully distinguishes Yahweh from “my servant David.” Mansfield’s Messianic reading identifies the one shepherd with Christ as the appointed Davidic ruler, not with Yahweh Himself. The separate HPB shepherd-qualifications list is retained as a pastoral study layer.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Some items in Mansfield’s shepherd-qualification list are only partly legible; only the clearly recovered ideas are retained.
Ezekiel 34 | HPB Expositor Notes




