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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 36 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 16-18.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield develops Ezekiel 36 around two great movements: a transformed land and a transformed people. The mountains of Israel, formerly mocked and seized, become fruitful and inhabited. Israel’s restoration is explicitly not a reward for national merit: Yahweh acts for His holy Name, gathers the people, cleanses them, gives a new heart and spirit, causes obedience, and makes the once-desolate land “like the garden of Eden.”
Ezekiel 36:1-15 — A transformed land
The surrounding nations had claimed Israel’s ancient high places, but Yahweh says to the mountains, “I am for you.” They shoot forth branches and yield fruit for Israel, cities are inhabited, wastes rebuilt, man and beast multiplied, and the land is settled “after your old estates.” The reproach of the nations is removed.
Ezekiel 36:16-24 — “Not for your sakes”
Israel had defiled the land and was scattered, profaning Yahweh’s Name among the nations. Restoration therefore vindicates that Name: “I do not this for your sakes ... but for mine holy name’s sake.” Yahweh gathers Israel from all countries and brings them “into your own land,” sanctifying His Name before the nations.
Ezekiel 36:25-32 — Cleansing, new heart and new spirit
“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean.” Yahweh gives “a new heart” and “a new spirit,” removes the stony heart and gives a heart of flesh. He then says, “I will put my spirit within you,” with the practical result that the people walk in His statutes. Covenant life follows: “ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.” Remembering former sins produces shame and self-loathing, not national boasting.
Ezekiel 36:33-38 — The land like Eden
Cities are inhabited, wastes rebuilt and the desolate land tilled until observers say, “This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden.” Yahweh declares, “I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it.” The restored population multiplies like a flock and the nations recognise Yahweh’s work.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Yahweh vindicates His land against those who mocked and seized it.
• The land is restored to fruitfulness and habitation.
• Restoration is not earned by Israel’s merit but serves Yahweh’s holy Name and covenant purpose.
• Clean water, a new heart and a new spirit describe profound moral cleansing.
• Yahweh’s own spirit produces practical obedience.
• The restored land becomes like Eden.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
“I will put my spirit within you” is retained as Yahweh placing His own Spirit/power/presence within the restored people so that they obey. The chapter does not introduce a separate co-equal divine person. The promise remains explicitly to Israel and to the land given to the fathers; it is not replaced by a different people.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Mansfield’s water/Word cross-reference study is only partly recovered, so the Expositor retains the cleansing figure without reconstructing the missing reference chain.
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