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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 37 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 18-20.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield treats Ezekiel 37 as Israel’s transformation from national death to national life. The dry bones are explicitly interpreted as “the whole house of Israel.” The second half then joins Judah and Joseph/Ephraim into one nation under one king, one shepherd, one covenant and one sanctuary. The chapter therefore moves from hopeless national death to united covenant life under the Davidic ruler.
Ezekiel 37:1-10 — The dry bones live
Ezekiel sees a valley full of “very dry” bones. At Yahweh’s command he prophesies, and bones come together with sinews, flesh and skin, yet initially “there was no breath in them.” He then prophesies to the breath, and the slain live and stand “an exceeding great army.” Mansfield stresses staged national revival: organisation first, then life from Yahweh.
Ezekiel 37:11-14 — “The whole house of Israel”
Yahweh gives the interpretation directly: “these bones are the whole house of Israel.” Their complaint is, “Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost.” Yahweh promises to open their graves, bring them into the land of Israel and put His spirit in them so that they live. Mansfield treats the vision primarily as national restoration, while recognising the deliberate resurrection language.
Ezekiel 37:15-23 — Two sticks become one nation
One stick is for Judah and companions; the other for Joseph/Ephraim and the rest of Israel. Yahweh joins them into “one stick,” gathers Israel from the nations, brings them into their own land and makes them “one nation in the land.” They are cleansed from idolatry, and “one king shall be king to them all.”
Ezekiel 37:24-28 — One shepherd and everlasting covenant
“David my servant shall be king over them,” and “they all shall have one shepherd.” Mansfield reads the Davidic ruler Messianically as Christ. Yahweh makes a “covenant of peace,” an “everlasting covenant,” and places His sanctuary among them “for evermore,” so the nations know that Yahweh sanctifies Israel.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• The dry bones are explicitly “the whole house of Israel.”
• Yahweh’s Word initiates revival and His breath/spirit gives life.
• Judah and Ephraim are reunited into one nation.
• One Davidic king and one shepherd rule the restored people.
• Cleansing, covenant peace and Yahweh’s permanent sanctuary complete the restoration.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The dry-bones vision is not reduced to a generic doctrine of individual resurrection because Ezekiel himself identifies the bones as the whole house of Israel. Mansfield’s Messianic reading of “David my servant” identifies Christ as the appointed Davidic king while preserving Yahweh as the God who gathers, cleanses and establishes the covenant.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No attempt is made to assign every stage of the bones, sinews, flesh and breath to a detailed modern chronology beyond Mansfield’s recovered staged-revival emphasis.
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