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EZEKIEL 38
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 38 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 20-21.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Mansfield heads Ezekiel 38 as Gentile jealousy and revolt against restored Israel. Gog comes against a land “brought back from the sword” and dwelling safely, motivated by spoil and prey. Merchant powers protest, but the invasion proceeds until Yahweh intervenes through great shaking, internal confusion and overwhelming judgments. The crisis ends with Yahweh magnified and sanctified before many nations.
Ezekiel 38:1-7 — The invading army
Yahweh says, “Behold, I am against thee, O Gog.” Persia, Ethiopia, Libya, Gomer, Togarmah and many peoples join the force. Mansfield’s geographical notes follow his traditional identification of Rosh with Russia and several names with northern Eurasian regions; this remains an HPB interpretive layer rather than wording supplied by Ezekiel.
Ezekiel 38:8-12 — The plan against restored Israel
The invasion belongs to “the latter years” and targets a land “brought back from the sword,” gathered from many peoples and dwelling safely. An “evil thought” enters Gog’s mind: to attack unwalled villages and take spoil from once-desolate places now inhabited.
Ezekiel 38:13-17 — Merchant protest and the appointed period
Sheba, Dedan and “the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof” challenge the invasion: “Art thou come to take a spoil?” Mansfield uses Tarshish’s maritime-commercial character to distinguish this protesting group from Gog’s confederacy. Gog nevertheless comes from the north “in the latter days,” becoming the occasion for Yahweh to be sanctified before the nations.
Ezekiel 38:18-23 — Yahweh’s battle and wrath
Yahweh’s fury rises when Gog enters Israel. A “great shaking” affects land, mountains, walls, creatures and men. “Every man’s sword shall be against his brother.” Pestilence, blood, overflowing rain, hailstones, fire and brimstone complete the overthrow. The stated purpose is, “Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself ... and they shall know that I am the LORD.”
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Restored Israel becomes the target of latter-day invasion.
• Gog’s plan is motivated by perceived vulnerability and desire for spoil.
• Merchant powers protest but do not stop the invasion.
• Yahweh allows the crisis to reveal Himself before the nations.
• Earthquake, confusion and direct judgments destroy the invading force.
• The outcome is Yahweh’s magnification and sanctification.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s Rosh/Russia and related geographical identifications are retained explicitly as his traditional prophetic interpretation, not presented as translations demanded by the Hebrew text itself. The chapter’s central certainty is Yahweh’s intervention and vindication, not the modern political identification of every ancient name.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Several small handwritten place-name derivations are indistinct in the HPB photographs and are not reconstructed.
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