H. P. MANSFIELD BIBLE NOTES - EZEKIEL
EZEKIEL 42
H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 42 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 30-31.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 42 describes priestly chambers and the great enclosing measurement of the sanctuary precinct. Mansfield repeatedly distinguishes holy chambers, the separate place and the outer court, stressing that priests require designated spaces for eating the most holy offerings and changing garments before returning to the people.
Ezekiel 42:1-12 — Priestly chambers
North-side chambers stand over against the separate place, arranged in three levels with galleries and measured approaches. Corresponding chambers toward the east follow the same pattern. Mansfield stresses symmetry and the distinction between these priestly spaces and the public outer court.
Ezekiel 42:13-14 — Holy use of the chambers
The north and south chambers are declared holy. Priests who approach Yahweh eat the most holy offerings there and lay sacred garments there before going out to areas belonging to the people. Mansfield marks this as functional holiness: sacred service has designated places, garments and procedures.
Ezekiel 42:15-20 — The outer square
After the inner house is measured, the man measures all four sides of the sanctuary precinct, each as five hundred reeds. The surrounding wall separates “the sanctuary and the profane place.” Mansfield emphasises the visible boundary between holy and common space.
HPB study — Priestly functions and separation
Mansfield’s marginal notes gather the activities assigned to the chambers: receiving portions, eating prescribed offerings and changing garments. The recurring principle is ordered separation rather than indiscriminate access.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Priestly service requires specially appointed chambers.
• Most holy offerings are eaten in holy space.
• Sacred garments are not carried indiscriminately into the public court.
• North and south chamber arrangements correspond.
• The sanctuary stands within a deliberately measured square.
• The boundary visibly separates holy from common.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The word “profane” is retained in its older KJV sense of common/non-sanctuary space, not treated as meaning morally wicked in every occurrence. Mansfield’s focus is spatial and priestly separation.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
No additional conversion of the five-hundred-reed measurements into modern dimensions is supplied beyond what the recovered HPB notes securely support.
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