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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 44 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 33-35.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 44 gives the ordinances governing access and priestly service. Mansfield moves through four main subjects: the shut east gate and the prince, exclusion of uncircumcised strangers, reduced service for Levites who went astray, and the privileged ministry plus detailed ordinances of the faithful sons of Zadok.
Ezekiel 44:1-5 — The prince’s gate and the filled house
The east gate remains shut because “the LORD God of Israel hath entered in by it.” The prince may sit there to eat bread before Yahweh but ordinary access is barred. Ezekiel is then brought by the north gate, sees Yahweh’s Glory filling the house and is commanded to mark all ordinances carefully.
Ezekiel 44:6-14 — Exclusion and reduced Levitical service
Formerly Israel admitted strangers uncircumcised in heart and flesh, polluting the sanctuary. Such access is now forbidden. Levites who went astray after idols bear their iniquity: they may perform subordinate gate and house service but cannot approach for the higher priestly functions. Mansfield stresses reduced privilege because of previous unfaithfulness.
Ezekiel 44:15-19 — The sons of Zadok and sacred garments
The sons of Zadok kept Yahweh’s charge when Israel strayed and therefore come near to minister, offering fat and blood and approaching Yahweh’s table. Linen garments are prescribed for inner-court service, with ministering garments left in the holy chambers before priests return to the people.
Ezekiel 44:20-31 — Priestly conduct, teaching and inheritance
Priests regulate hair, abstain from wine when entering the inner court, observe marriage and purity laws, and teach Israel “the difference between the holy and profane” and between clean and unclean. They judge according to Yahweh’s ordinances. Their inheritance is unique: “I am their inheritance.”
HPB study — Restored sacrifices and priestly ordinances
Mansfield’s upper note discusses restored sacrificial arrangements in the changed conditions of the future age; lower notes gather garments, hair, wine, marriage, teaching, judgment and cleanness. The controlling idea is maintained distinction between holy and common.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• The east gate is shut because Yahweh entered by it.
• The prince has a special but defined place.
• Sanctuary access is governed by holiness of heart and flesh.
• Unfaithful Levites retain service but lose higher privilege.
• The faithful sons of Zadok come near to Yahweh.
• Priests must teach the difference between holy and profane.
• Yahweh Himself is the priests’ inheritance.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
The prince is kept distinct from Yahweh, whose entrance explains the shut gate. Mansfield’s sacrificial-study material is retained as future-worship interpretation without importing later theological systems not stated in the source.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The detailed argument in Mansfield’s top note about restored sacrifices is too small in places to reproduce word for word, so only its clearly recoverable subject and emphasis are retained.
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