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H. P. Mansfield Bible Notes — Expositor Conversion
Source: Ezekiel 47 - HPB Notes.md; HP Bible source: HPB 13-Eze27-Mic02.pdf, physical source pages 38-39.
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Ezekiel 47 presents Mansfield’s prominently headed “THE RIVER OF LIFE.” Water issues from beneath the Temple, deepens extraordinarily as it travels eastward, heals the sea, supports abundant fish and nourishes unfading fruit trees whose leaves are for medicine. The chapter then defines the restored land’s borders and explicitly gives the resident stranger an inheritance among Israel.
Ezekiel 47:1-5 — The river from the sanctuary
Water issues from beneath the Temple threshold on the south side of the altar and flows eastward. At successive thousand-cubit measurements it rises from ankles to knees, then loins, and finally becomes “waters to swim in.” Mansfield emphasises the remarkable increase of life-giving water as it moves away from its sanctuary source.
Ezekiel 47:6-12 — Healing waters and living trees
Very many trees line both banks. The river reaches the eastern desert and sea, healing the waters so that “every thing shall live whither the river cometh.” Fish become abundant and fishermen spread nets. Marshes remain for salt. Trees bear unfailing monthly fruit because their water comes from the sanctuary: “the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.”
Ezekiel 47:13-20 — The restored land and its borders
The land is divided among Israel’s twelve tribes, with Joseph receiving two portions, as promised to the fathers. Northern, eastern, southern and western borders are then described. Mansfield follows the broad geography but does not allow uncertain small place-name notes to obscure the territorial restoration.
Ezekiel 47:21-23 — The stranger shares the inheritance
Strangers who sojourn among Israel and raise children there are treated as native-born for inheritance. They receive a portion in the tribe where they dwell. Mansfield marks this inclusion as part of the restored order.
PRINCIPAL HPB THEMES
• Life proceeds from the sanctuary.
• The river grows dramatically as it flows outward.
• The waters bring healing, fish and abundant life.
• Trees remain fruitful because their source is sanctuary water.
• Marshes remain a deliberate exception for salt.
• The restored land has defined borders.
• Resident strangers are included in Israel’s inheritance.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
Mansfield’s “living waters” study is retained as a prophetic/geographical layer. The chapter’s concrete land, sea, fish, trees and tribal inheritance are not dissolved into a purely abstract spiritual allegory, although the life-giving significance of the sanctuary source remains central.
RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
Several handwritten boundary place-name comments and parts of the longer “LIVING WATERS” study are compact or indistinct; only securely readable themes are retained.
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