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LEVITICUS 1
THE BURNT OFFERING • APPROACH FROM THE HERD, FLOCK OR BIRDS • IDENTIFICATION • BLOOD AND ATONEMENT • WASHING • COMPLETE ASCENT TO YAHWEH
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB 02-Gen42-Lev11.pdf, principally Leviticus 1 photographed pages following Exodus 40
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Leviticus opens where Exodus ends: Yahweh now speaks from the Tent of Meeting in the midst of Israel. The first sacrifice described is the ‘olah, burnt/ascending offering, in which the altar portion is wholly consumed for Yahweh.
Mansfield’s theme of complete surrender is well founded as typology, but several KJV phrases need precision. In particular, Leviticus 1:3 does not simply say “of his own voluntary will”; lirtsono is better understood as “for his acceptance / that he may be accepted.”
YAHWEH CALLS FROM THE TENT — LEVITICUS 1:1–2
Leviticus 1:1 — revelation from the completed dwelling
Yahweh calls to Moses and speaks “out of the tabernacle of the congregation,” the Tent of Meeting. Exodus 40:34–38 has just shown the glory filling that dwelling; Leviticus now explains how the people living around it may approach.
Leviticus 1:2 — korban from herd or flock
“If any man of you bring an offering” uses adam, a human/person, and korban, something brought near/presented as an offering. The legislation begins with voluntary presentation of an offering, but each form of approach must then follow Yahweh’s prescribed procedure.
OFFERING FROM THE HERD — LEVITICUS 1:3–9
Leviticus 1:3 — male without blemish; for acceptance
The herd offering is a male tamim, whole/without blemish. The KJV phrase “of his own voluntary will” translates lirtsono; grammatically the sense is more naturally “for his acceptance” or “that he may be accepted” before Yahweh at the Tent entrance.
Willing dedication remains a legitimate theological theme, but it should not rest on a misleading lexical claim about this phrase.
Leviticus 1:4 — hand upon the head; accepted for atonement
The worshipper samakh, lays/presses his hand upon the animal’s head. The act identifies the offerer with the offering in the ritual transaction. The offering is accepted to make kipper, atonement, for him.
The verse gives representative identification without requiring a crude theory that personal guilt is physically transferred as a substance into the animal.
Leviticus 1:5 — slaughter and blood around the altar
The worshipper kills the young bull before Yahweh; Aaron’s sons, the priests, present the blood and zaraq, splash/sprinkle it around the altar at the Tent entrance. Blood represents life in the sacrificial system, made explicit later in Leviticus 17:11.
Leviticus 1:6 — flayed and cut into pieces
The animal is flayed and cut into its pieces. Mansfield’s idea of openness/examination is a useful devotional application, but the verse’s direct purpose is ordered preparation of the whole offering.
Leviticus 1:7–9 — washed inward parts and legs; whole offering ascends
The priests arrange fire and wood, then place the pieces, head and fat on the altar. The qereb, inward parts, and legs are washed with water before the whole is burned.
The result is an ‘olah, an ascending/burnt offering, a re’ach nichoach, pleasing/restful aroma, to Yahweh. The expression is covenant acceptance language, not a literal claim that God enjoys the smell of burned flesh in a crude sensory sense.
OFFERING FROM THE FLOCK — LEVITICUS 1:10–13
Leviticus 1:10–13 — same essential approach at lower cost
A sheep or goat may be brought, again a male without blemish. The animal is killed on the north side of the altar, its blood applied around the altar, its parts arranged, and inward parts and legs washed.
The procedure preserves the same theological structure while allowing a less costly animal. Economic value changes; the required holiness of approach does not.
OFFERING OF BIRDS — LEVITICUS 1:14–17
Leviticus 1:14 — turtledove or young pigeon
For those unable to bring herd or flock animals, turtledoves or young pigeons are accepted. The graded provision prevents poverty from excluding an Israelite from this form of approach.
Leviticus 1:15–17 — priest prepares the bird
Unlike the herd/flock procedure, the priest brings the bird to the altar and wrings off/pinches its head, drains the blood against the altar, removes the crop and associated material, and casts it beside the altar on the east at the ash place.
The bird is split by its wings but not divided completely, then burned as an ‘olah. The different preparation accommodates the smaller offering without changing its complete dedication to Yahweh.
CHRIST AND THE BURNT OFFERING
Complete obedience offered to God
The New Testament describes Christ as offering himself to God in obedient love (Ephesians 5:2; Hebrews 10:5–10). The burnt offering therefore provides a legitimate broad type of wholehearted dedication and acceptable sacrifice, while each Levitical detail should not be forced into an independent prediction.
Romans 12:1 extends the moral principle to believers, who are called to present their bodies as a living sacrifice in reasonable service.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Leviticus begins with Yahweh speaking from the dwelling completed in Exodus.
• The burnt offering is an ascending offering wholly devoted on the altar.
• “For his acceptance” is more precise than treating Leviticus 1:3 as a lexical statement of “voluntary will.”
• Laying the hand identifies the worshipper with the offering.
• Atonement and blood belong to God-appointed approach.
• Washing accompanies the presentation of the whole offering.
• Different economic levels receive genuine access through herd, flock or birds.
• Christ and the believer’s wholehearted dedication are legitimate broad typological applications.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Lev. 1:1
	Tent of Meeting
	Direct continuation from Ex. 40 Divine indwelling.

	Lev. 1:2
	korban
	Offering/presentation brought near.

	Lev. 1:3
	tamim
	Whole/without blemish.

	Lev. 1:3
	lirtsono
	For his acceptance / that he may be accepted; KJV “voluntary will” can mislead.

	Lev. 1:4
	samakh
	Lay/press hand upon head; ritual identification.

	Lev. 1:4
	kipper
	Make atonement.

	Lev. 1:5
	zaraq
	Splash/sprinkle blood around altar.

	Lev. 17:11
	blood/life principle
	Later Torah explicitly states life is in the blood.

	Lev. 1:8–9
	qereb
	Inward parts, washed before burning.

	Lev. 1:9
	‘olah
	Burnt/ascending offering.

	Lev. 1:9
	re’ach nichoach
	Pleasing/restful aroma; covenant acceptance idiom.

	Lev. 1:11
	north side
	Flock offering slaughter location specified.

	Lev. 1:14
	turtledove/pigeon
	Lower-cost offering preserves access for poor.

	Lev. 1:15–17
	bird handled by priest
	Preparation differs from herd/flock procedure.

	Heb. 10:5–10; Eph. 5:2
	Christological application
	Broad type of obedient self-offering.

	Rom. 12:1
	believer application
	Living sacrifice expresses whole-life dedication.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact ritual force of hand-laying has been variously explained, so “identification” is safer than asserting a mechanical transfer of guilt in every offering. The precise bird-anatomy terms in verse 16 are difficult. Mansfield’s Christological detail should remain typology governed by explicit New Testament sacrifice language.
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