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LEVITICUS 14
CLEANSING FROM TSARA‘AT • PRIEST GOES OUTSIDE THE CAMP • TWO BIRDS • LIVING WATER • WASHING AND SHAVING • EAR, THUMB AND TOE • POVERTY PROVISION • AFFLICTION IN A HOUSE
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB03, Leviticus 14 annotated pages
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Leviticus 14 moves from diagnosis to restoration. The person previously excluded does not declare himself clean; the priest goes outside the camp, verifies healing, and administers Yahweh’s cleansing procedure.
The same chapter applies tsara‘at language to houses, again proving that the term is broader than modern leprosy. The dominant movement is restoration: verification, cleansing, readmission, sacrifice and renewed fellowship.
THE PRIEST GOES OUT — LEVITICUS 14:1–9
Leviticus 14:1–3 — healing must be verified
The priest goes outside the camp to examine the metsora, the person affected by tsara‘at. Restoration is objective and priestly; exclusion ends only after the plague has healed and Yahweh’s prescribed cleansing begins.
Leviticus 14:4–7 — two clean birds, cedar, scarlet and hyssop
Two clean living birds, cedar wood, sheni tola‘ath (scarlet material) and hyssop are used. One bird is killed in an earthen vessel over mayim chayyim, literally living/running water. The living bird and other materials are dipped in blood-water and the person is sprinkled seven times; the living bird is released into the open field.
Mansfield’s death-and-life reading is strong typology: one bird dies, the other is released after association with its blood. The text does not say the birds are two independent sacrifices to be mapped detail-for-detail onto separate events in Christ’s life.
Leviticus 14:8–9 — progressive readmission
Clothes are washed, all hair shaved and the person bathes. He may return to the camp but stays outside his own tent seven more days. On the seventh day he shaves again, washes clothes and body, and becomes clean.
Restoration is staged rather than instantaneous social reintegration.
THE EIGHTH-DAY OFFERINGS — LEVITICUS 14:10–20
Leviticus 14:10–13 — guilt, sin, burnt and grain offerings
On the eighth day the cleansed person brings two male lambs, one ewe lamb, fine flour mixed with oil and a log of oil. The priest presents the person and offerings before Yahweh. The guilt offering is slaughtered in the holy place.
Leviticus 14:14–18 — blood and oil on ear, thumb and great toe
Guilt-offering blood is placed on the right ear-lobe, right thumb and right great toe. Oil is then applied to the same points, with the remainder poured on the cleansed person’s head.
The deliberate echo of priestly consecration in Leviticus 8 supports Mansfield’s re-dedication theme: hearing, doing and walking are brought again under Yahweh’s service. This is typology built on an actual repeated ritual pattern.
Leviticus 14:19–20 — final atonement and restoration
The priest offers the sin/purification and burnt offerings with the grain offering. Atonement is made and the person is declared clean/restored to normal sanctuary life.
PROVISION FOR POVERTY — LEVITICUS 14:21–32
Leviticus 14:21–32 — reduced cost, same essential restoration
A poor person may bring one male lamb for the guilt offering, a smaller flour quantity and two turtledoves or young pigeons. The blood-and-oil rite on ear, thumb and toe remains.
Economic inability reduces the cost but not the reality of cleansing and restored fellowship.
TSARA‘AT IN A HOUSE — LEVITICUS 14:33–53
Leviticus 14:33–38 — “I put a plague” in a house
In Canaan a house may develop a greenish or reddish depressed plague. Yahweh says, “I put the plague of tsara‘at in a house,” placing the phenomenon within the covenant-sign system rather than ordinary medical language.
The house is emptied before priestly examination so possessions are not automatically declared unclean; this is another example of careful, limited judgment.
Leviticus 14:39–47 — remove stones; dismantle if recurrence persists
After seven days, spreading damage requires affected stones to be removed outside the city to an unclean place, the interior scraped and replacement stone/plaster installed. If the plague returns after repair, the house is declared unclean and dismantled.
Superficial concealment is not enough when the underlying affliction persists.
Leviticus 14:48–53 — clean house receives two-bird rite
If the plague has not spread after repair, the priest pronounces the house clean and uses a two-bird, cedar, scarlet and hyssop ceremony parallel to the human cleansing rite.
THE PURPOSE — LEVITICUS 14:54–57
Leviticus 14:54–57 — teach when clean and unclean
The closing summary includes skin, scalp, garment and house conditions and states the purpose: “to teach when it is unclean, and when it is clean.” The law trains accurate discrimination, not superstition.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Restoration begins with verified healing, not self-declaration.
• The priest goes outside the camp to the excluded person.
• The two-bird rite combines death, blood, living water and release.
• Readmission is progressive: camp first, then full ritual restoration.
• Ear, thumb and toe deliberately echo priestly consecration and support re-dedication typology.
• Poverty changes the scale of offerings but not access to cleansing.
• House tsara‘at confirms that the Hebrew term is broader than modern human leprosy.
• Persistent corruption must be removed rather than concealed.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Lev. 14:2
	metsora
	Person affected by tsara‘at; traditional “leper.”

	Lev. 14:4
	two clean living birds
	Bird species not specified beyond clean birds.

	Lev. 14:5
	mayim chayyim
	Living/running/fresh water.

	Lev. 14:4–7
	cedar / scarlet / hyssop
	Literal cleansing materials; symbolism secondary.

	Lev. 14:8–9
	two stages of shaving/washing
	Progressive restoration before final offerings.

	Lev. 14:10
	log of oil
	Small ancient liquid measure; exact modern volume uncertain.

	Lev. 14:14–18
	ear/thumb/toe + oil
	Clear echo of Lev. 8 consecration.

	Lev. 14:21–32
	poor-person provision
	Reduced offering cost; guilt lamb and blood/oil rite retained.

	Lev. 14:34
	house tsara‘at
	Cannot be Hansen’s disease; ritual-affliction term broader.

	Lev. 14:37
	greenish/reddish depressions
	Exact material phenomenon uncertain.

	Lev. 14:40–45
	remove / scrape / dismantle
	Escalating response to persistence/recurrence.

	Lev. 14:54–57
	purpose
	Teach clean versus unclean across persons, garments and houses.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact natural phenomena behind house and garment tsara‘at remain uncertain; mould or fungal damage is plausible but not demonstrable. The two-bird symbolism is intentionally restrained to the broad death-life/restoration pattern rather than assigning every object a fixed doctrinal meaning.
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