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LEVITICUS 15
BODILY DISCHARGES • ABNORMAL MALE ISSUE • CLEANSING AND BIRDS • SEMINAL EMISSION • MENSTRUATION • PROLONGED FEMALE ISSUE • “SEPARATE ISRAEL FROM THEIR UNCLEANNESS”
H. P. Mansfield Bible notes — checked and arranged in verse-by-verse Expositor style
Source: HPB03, Leviticus 15 annotated pages
CHAPTER OVERVIEW
Leviticus 15 regulates ritual uncleanness arising from male and female bodily discharges. Normal sexual/reproductive functions are not called moral sins; the law uses bodily fluids and mortality to teach boundaries around Yahweh’s sanctuary.
The chapter distinguishes abnormal continuing discharges from normal seminal emission and menstruation. Washing, waiting and—after abnormal conditions—sacrifice restore sanctuary access.
ABNORMAL MALE DISCHARGE — LEVITICUS 15:1–15
Leviticus 15:1–3 — the zav
A man with a zav, a flowing/discharging condition from his flesh, is ceremonially unclean whether the discharge actively flows or is obstructed. The exact modern diagnosis is not stated and should not be guessed as one specific infection.
Leviticus 15:4–12 — contact transmits ritual uncleanness
His bed, seat and items he contacts become unclean; persons touching him or affected objects wash clothes, bathe and remain unclean until evening. An earthen vessel he touches is broken; a wooden vessel is rinsed.
The rules have possible sanitary benefit, but the inspired category is ritual uncleanness associated with bodily discharge and contact, not a complete germ-theory code.
Leviticus 15:13–15 — seven days, running water and two birds
When cleansed from the discharge, the man counts seven days, washes clothing, bathes in mayim chayyim, fresh/running water, and on the eighth day brings two birds. One is a sin/purification offering and the other a burnt offering.
The sequence moves from cessation to cleansing, atonement and renewed dedication.
SEMINAL EMISSION AND INTERCOURSE — LEVITICUS 15:16–18
Leviticus 15:16–18 — normal sexuality is not moral guilt
A seminal emission requires washing the whole body and uncleanness until evening; affected garments/leather are washed. After sexual intercourse, both man and woman bathe and are unclean until evening.
The law does not condemn marital intercourse as sinful. Ceremonial uncleanness is a sanctuary category and must not be confused with moral impurity.
MENSTRUATION — LEVITICUS 15:19–24
Leviticus 15:19–23 — niddah for seven days
A woman in niddah, her menstrual separation/impurity, is ceremonially unclean seven days. Beds and seats she uses communicate temporary uncleanness to those touching them, with washing required.
The blood process is normal physiology, not personal moral wrongdoing.
Leviticus 15:24 — sexual intercourse during niddah
If a man lies with her during this condition, her niddah is upon him and he is unclean seven days. Leviticus 18:19 later places sexual intercourse during menstrual impurity among prohibited sexual relations, moving beyond mere accidental contact.
PROLONGED FEMALE DISCHARGE — LEVITICUS 15:25–30
Leviticus 15:25–27 — issue beyond normal menstruation
A discharge of blood outside or beyond the regular menstrual period renders the woman unclean for as long as it continues, with the same bed/seat contact rules.
The Gospel account of the woman with an issue of blood for twelve years (Mark 5:25–34) gains important background from this law, though the Gospel does not require us to diagnose her condition more precisely.
Leviticus 15:28–30 — seven days, then birds
After the discharge ceases she counts seven days and on the eighth brings two birds, one for purification/sin offering and one for burnt offering. The priest makes atonement before Yahweh.
PURPOSE AND SUMMARY — LEVITICUS 15:31–33
Leviticus 15:31 — sanctuary holiness is the purpose
Israel must be separated from uncleanness “that they die not in their uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that is among them.” The laws protect the holy dwelling from ritual defilement.
Leviticus 15:32–33 — normal and abnormal conditions gathered together
The summary names male discharge, seminal emission, menstruation, prolonged female discharge and sexual contact. The shared classification is ceremonial uncleanness, not equal moral culpability.
PRINCIPAL THEMES
• Abnormal and normal bodily discharges are carefully distinguished.
• Ceremonial uncleanness is not the same thing as moral sin.
• The exact medical diagnosis of zav and prolonged bleeding is not supplied.
• Contact with bodily uncleanness has defined ritual consequences.
• Marital intercourse itself is not morally condemned by the washing rule.
• Menstruation is normal physiology placed under sanctuary-purity regulation.
• Cleansing after abnormal discharge includes waiting, washing and sacrifice.
• The stated purpose is to protect Yahweh’s dwelling from ritual defilement.
EDITORIAL VERIFICATION AND RECOVERED READINGS
	Location
	Checked / corrected reading
	Basis

	Lev. 15:2
	zav
	Male discharge/flow; exact medical diagnosis unspecified.

	Lev. 15:4–12
	contact rules
	Beds, seats, persons and vessels affected in defined ways.

	Lev. 15:12
	earthen broken / wood rinsed
	Material-specific ritual cleansing.

	Lev. 15:13
	mayim chayyim
	Fresh/running “living” water.

	Lev. 15:14–15
	two birds
	Purification/sin + burnt offering after abnormal discharge.

	Lev. 15:16
	seminal emission
	Temporary ceremonial uncleanness, not moral condemnation.

	Lev. 15:18
	intercourse
	Both bathe and are unclean until evening; lawful sex not sinful.

	Lev. 15:19
	niddah
	Menstrual separation/impurity.

	Lev. 15:24
	intercourse during niddah
	Seven-day impurity; compare explicit prohibition Lev. 18:19.

	Lev. 15:25
	prolonged blood issue
	Abnormal condition beyond regular cycle.

	Mark 5:25–34
	woman with issue of blood
	NT narrative illuminated by Levitical purity background.

	Lev. 15:31
	purpose
	Prevent defilement of tabernacle among Israel.

	Lev. 15:32–33
	summary
	Normal and abnormal bodily states share ritual category without equal moral guilt.


RESIDUAL UNCERTAINTIES
The exact diseases or physiological causes behind abnormal male and female discharges cannot be diagnosed from the Hebrew text and should not be guessed. Mansfield’s mortality symbolism is retained as theological application, while the legal text itself distinguishes ritual uncleanness from moral transgression.
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