43.    SAMUEL

"Speak, Yahweh, for thy servant heareth"
Aim
To show that God takes delight in faithful and obedient children, but will punish those who disgrace His Name.
Synopsis
Israel's high priest, Eli, had two wicked sons, Hophni and Phineas. Being priests, they should have kept the law and set a good example to the people, but they took part of the sacrifices for themselves before the offering was made to God, and did other wicked things which caused the people to sin. Because of this, God decided to replace these wicked priests with one who would do His will (I Sam. 2:35).

1 Samuel 1; 2:1-26; 3 and 4
THE BIRTH OF SAMUEL: 1 Samuel 1:9-20
Hannah lived with her husband Elkanah in Raman, a few miles from Jerusalem. Each year they went to the Tabernacle at Shiloh to worship and offer sacrifices to God. Hannah was unhappy because she had no children. It used to make Elkanah sad to see his wife so unhappy. "Am not I better to thee than ten sons?" he said. So Hannah took her problem before God in prayer. She prayed silently not realising that Eli, the high priest, was watching her. He saw her lips moving, and afterward questioned her. She told him of the sorrow of her heart and explained the reason for her prayer. She had prayed earnestly for a son and had promised God that if she should have a son, he would be given to God to work in His service all the days of his life. He would be a Nazarite, like Samson, a man set apart for the work of God.
Eli could see that Hannah was a godly woman, so he said, "Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him" (v17).
So it came to pass that Hannah had a baby boy. She called him 'Samuel', which means 'asked of God'. He became one of the most important men in Israel's history and is mentioned in Heb. 11:32 as one of the faithful men of God.

SAMUEL GOES TO LIVE IN THE TABERNACLE:  1 Sam. 1:23-28
Hannah nursed Samuel at home for a time, until he was old enough to be taken to the Tabernacle. Then she went to Shiloh with Elkanah, her husband, and brought the child to Eli. She was prepared to fulfil her promise and give her son into the care of the high priest to help him in his service to God. She told Eli: "O my lord, as thy soul liveth, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto Yahweh. For this child I prayed; and Yahweh hath given me my petition which I asked of Him. Therefore also I have lent him to Yahweh; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to Yahweh" (vv26-28)
THE WORK OF SAMUEL: 1 Sam. 3:1-21
Samuel now lived with Eli the high priest, who taught him about the things of God. Each year, as he grew, Hannah brought a new coat for him, when she came to the Tabernacle with her husband to offer sacrifice. Samuel saw the evil example of Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, but he followed the way of God and grew up in favour with God and men (1 Sam. 2:26).
One night, as Samuel was sleeping, he was woken by a voice calling his name. Thinking it was Eli, he ran to find out what he wanted, but Eli had not called him. When this happened three times it was clear to Eli that Yahweh, the most High God, had spoken to Samuel. He told the boy to go back to bed and, if he heard the voice again, to answer: "Speak, Yahweh, for thy servant heareth".
In the silence of the night, God spoke to Samuel and gave him a message about Eli and his sons. "I will judge his (Eli's) house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not" (vl3). God would not allow the sons of Eli to be priests in his house because of their wickedness. It was a sad duty that fell to Samuel to tell his beloved teacher God's message.

From this point on, a great change took place in the life of this young man who was given to God. "Samuel grew, and Yahweh was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established a prophet of Yahweh" (w 19-20).

THE DEATH OF ELI: 1 Samuel 4
Eli was now a very old man, 98 years of age. Once again there was war with the Philistines but this time thousands of Israelites were slain. Among those killed were Hophni and Phinehas, who had taken the Ark of God out of the Tabernacle and into the midst of the battle, hoping that this would make God help them. But God would not help them, for they had not obeyed Him and the Ark itself was captured by the Philistines. A man brought this news to Eli, and when he heard that the Ark had been taken by the Philistines, Eli was so shocked that he fell backward off his seat "and his neck brake, and he died".
Samuel now became a leader and prophet in Israel. Centuries later his work was compared with that of Moses (Jer. 15:1). He brought order into the worship of God in Israel, and the good that he did lasted many years. He was upright and noble, and acted for Israel in their offerings and sacrifices.

LESSON FOR US
People who are evil have no part in God's plan and purpose with the earth. The Bible tells us how we can please God (Eph. 6:1-4). As children, we are corrected and shown the right way by our parents. Sometimes this seems hard, and fathers do not like to hurt their children, but the wise man Solomon said: "He that loveth his son chasteneth him" (Prov. 13:24). Eli was a lovely father, but he was too gentle with his strong-willed sons. Because of this, God was angry with Eli and He rejected Hophni and Phinehas. We must all learn, when we are children to listen to our parents and obey them, so that we may be guided in God's way.
QUESTIONS

Short Answers
1. Why did Hannah pray at the Tabernacle ?

2. Who talked with her at the Tabernacle?

3. What promise did Hannah make to God about her baby?

4. What does 'Samuel' mean?

5. Samuel went to live with Eli. Who spoke to him one night?

6. What answer did Samuel give when God spoke to him in the night?

7. What were the names of the wicked sons of Eli the priest?

8. Why was God angry with Hophni and Phinehas?

9. What was the terrible news brought back to Eli from the battle?

10. Who became leader in Israel after Eli died?
Detailed Answers
a. Tell what Hannah prayed for and how God answered her prayer. 
b. How did she keep her promise?
c. Why was God angry with Eli and his sons?

d. Tell how they died.
Additional Answers 
2. What was the message God gave to Samuel in the night?
