96. JESUS IS BETRAYED AND ARRESTED
"Not my will but thine be done"
Aim
To show how Jesus was arrested and falsely accused by wicked men and sentenced to death.
The Son of God had been completely obedient to his Father's will all his life. Now he was about to face his greatest test. He had known all his life that this was what God expected of him, for he had read of these things in the prophets. He had tried to prepare his small band of close friends for this time when he would be cut off from them. He had strengthened and guided them, and now suddenly and cruelly he was going to be put to death. Jesus himself knew that he must seek strength from his Father to help him face this last terrible trial. So he took his eleven disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane, on the Mount of Olives, where he often went to pray.
John 18:1-13. See also Matthew 26:36-56; Mark 14:32-49; Luke 22:39-53
IN THE GARDEN: Matthew 26:36-44
It was very late at night when Jesus entered the garden with his disciples. It was now the Passover day, the day on which the lamb was slain.

He said to his disciples, "Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder" (v36), but he took Peter, James and John with him. A little further on he told them to wait and watch for him. He knew the time was short, for Judas was even now in the city gathering a band of soldiers to come and arrest him.

So Jesus went forward a little and fell on the ground and prayed, "O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt" (v39).

Having poured out his heart to his Father in heaven, Jesus went back to Peter, James and John and found them asleep. They stirred when he spoke to them. He said to Peter, "What, could ye not watch with me one hour?" (v40). Before, Peter had been especially eager in saying how he loved Jesus and would even give his life for him. Yet now he was sleeping, unaware of the danger that lay ahead, only a few minutes away. Jesus knew, and woke them and urged them to pray for strength too. "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation" (v41). He knew that though the disciples were anxious to do the right thing, they were often not strong enough to put their words into action. "The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak," Jesus said (v41). The same thing often happens to us. The only way to have strength to put all our good intentions into practice, is to pray to God, following the example of Christ.
Jesus went away again a little further into the garden and prayed to God a second time, seeking strength and praying, "thy will be done" (v42). "And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him" (Luke 22:43). Returning again, he found his disciples once more asleep. So he left them and went and prayed a third time, saying the same words.
SOLDIERS COME TO ARREST JESUS: John 18:2-6
When Jesus had finished praying three times, he came to rouse his sleeping disciples. Even as he spoke to them the quietness of the garden, late at night, was shattered by the noise of a great crowd bursting in, brandishing swords and torches. Leading the way was Judas Iscariot, "one of the twelve". Judas had known that Jesus often went there with his disciples for rest and quietness. Behind him now came a band of soldiers and officers from the temple guard, sent by the chief priests and Pharisees.

Though his disciples were dismayed, Jesus remained calm. His trust was in God. He stepped forward and asked the soldiers, "Whom seek ye?" They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith to them, "I am he". The soldiers had come expecting trouble and here was the one they had come to arrest quietly giving himself up. There was something about him which struck fear into their hearts and when he said, "I am he", they backed away from him "and fell to the ground" (John 18:4-6).
JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS
Then Judas came forward and said, "Master, master; and kissed him" (Mark 14:45). This had been the sign he had agreed to give the solders. He came pretending to be a friend, but at heart he was the worst enemy of all. Later, when he thought about what he had done — for he knew Jesus was innocent — he tried to return the thirty pieces of silver, but the priests were not interested. So he went out and hanged himself (Matt. 27:3-5).

At the sign from Judas, the soldiers stepped forward to arrest Jesus. When the disciples realised what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, shall we smite with the sword?" (Luke 22:49). Before Jesus could answer, Peter struck out angrily with his sword and hit one of the servants of the High Priest, cutting off his ear. Immediately Jesus healed him and rebuked Peter, saying "Put up thy sword" (John 18:11). It was not a time to fight. He must face death at the hands of these men, just as the prophets had foretold.

Then Jesus turned to the soldiers and those of the chief priests and elders who had come with them. If only they had realised it, there was no need for the swords and weapons. He was not a criminal who would try to get away. He knew his hour had come, the hour when he would give himself into their hands. "I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: but the scriptures must be fulfilled" (Mark 14:49). There had been many opportunities before, but this was the time appointed by God.

They hung back a little as he spoke. So he said, 7 have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way" (John 18:8). As the Good Shepherd, he would give his life for his sheep.

So they bound Jesus and led him away to Annas, the father-in-law of the High Priest. But all his disciples "forsook him, and fled" (Mark 14:50).
LESSON FOR US
How sad this story is, and yet it was only the beginning of terrible things to come.

Our human nature is so weak. Even with the best of intentions we often slip and fail when the pressure is on us to stand firm. Judas failed, but he had planned it all beforehand. There was no mercy for him. Peter and the other apostles failed, but they had wanted to do the right thing. In their lives afterwards they learned the power of prayer as Jesus had taught them. Many times God strengthened them through prayer so that they were able to overcome their weaknesses, and speak out boldly for Christ and turn many to believe in him.
We, too, must keep trying after we have failed. God will strengthen us through His Word and prayer, if we really desire to serve Him and show a willingness to learn.
QUESTIONS 

Short Answers
1.
Where did Jesus go with his disciples when they left the upper room?

2. What did Jesus do in the garden?

3. When Jesus found his disciples asleep, what did he urge them to do?

4. How many times did Jesus go and pray in the garden?

5. Who strengthened Jesus there?

6. Who suddenly came into the garden?

7. Who was leading the way?

8. What happened when Jesus told the soldiers, "I am he”
9. Why did Judas kiss Jesus?

10. What happened when Peter struck out with the sword?

11. Why did Jesus tell Peter to put up his sword^

12. Jesus gave himself up to the soldiers. What did he ask for his disciples?

13. What did all the disciples do when the soldiers arrested Jesus?

14. What did Jesus do later?
Detailed Answers
15.
Jesus and his disciples went to the Garden of Gethsemane after the Last Supper.

(a) Tell what Jesus did there.

(b) Tell what the disciples were doing.

(c) Tell how Judas betrayed Jesus.
16.
When the soldiers wanted to arrest Jesus

(a) What did his disciples want to do?

(b) What did Peter do?

(c) Why did Jesus rebuke Peter?

(d) What did all the disciples do in the end?
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