98. THE CRUCIFIXION
"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do".
Aim
To show how Jesus was crucified and buried.
Once Pilate had agreed to have Jesus crucified, he was treated like a common criminal by the soldiers. He was scourged, or cruelly thrashed, and mocked. They dressed him in a purple robe, and crowned him with a sharp ring of thorns and pretended to honour him, bowing and saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" Pilate himself was still uneasy, but when he made one last attempt to release Jesus, the Jews called back to him, "If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend". Pilate weighed up what he would lose if he angered these Jews, and gave in.
John 19:16-42; Matthew 27:31-60; Mark 15:20-47; Luke 23:26-53
LED TO GOLGOTHA
They prepared the huge wooden stake which Jesus was forced to carry, and led him through the streets to the north side of the city, to the hill of Golgotha. Two other prisoners were to be crucified the same day. By now Jesus was exhausted. He had not slept all night and had put up with the strain of wicked men questioning him, soldiers mocking him, as well as beatings and thrashings. He could scarcely carry his cross. They found a man along the way called Simon, a Cyrenian, and made him carry the cross for Jesus. Behind them some women followed, weeping and mourning. Jesus turned and spoke to them: "Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children" (Luke 23:28). He knew only too well what suffering lay ahead for Jerusalem, because they had rejected and killed their Messiah.
JESUS IS CRUCIFIED
At about 9 o'clock in the morning, Jesus was cruelly nailed by his hands and his feet to the wooden stake. The soldiers roughly lifted it up and set it upright in a hole in the ground and left him there to die. The two thieves were also crucified, one on his right hand and the other on his left. Above his cross Pilate had put a placard, written in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, so that everyone passing by could read it: "JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS". When the chief priests read it, they wanted Pilate to change it. "Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews", they said. But Pilate would not. "What I have written, I have written", he replied (John 19:19-22).
"FATHER, FORGIVE THEM"
Even in the midst of his great agony and pain, Jesus remained calm and clear thinking. He thought of his Father in heaven and remembered the Psalms and the Prophets which had shown what suffering he would endure.
Gentle and forgiving to the end, he looked on the group of wicked men around him and prayed: "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). This was what he had taught his disciples, when he said, "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you ... and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you" (Matt 5:44).
MOCKED BY THE PEOPLE
The three men were crucified in a public place, so that many people passed by and many stopped to stare. Some shouted insults, taunting him. "If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross" (Matt. 27:40). The chief priests and scribes and elders were loud in their mockery. "He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him" (Matt. 27:42).
Four soldiers who were left there on guard divided his clothing amongst them as their "reward". When they came to his coat, which was woven in one piece without a seam, they cast lots for it (John 19:23-24).
"BEHOLD, THY MOTHER"
Among those who watched was a little group who loved him dearly. There was John, his beloved disciple, and Mary his mother and some of the women who had believed on him. Mary had been so happy thirty three and a half years earlier, when her Saviour-son was born, but now she was overcome with great sorrow. Caring for others as he always did, Jesus gave her into the care of John, who from that time took her into his own home (John 19:25-27).
"IT IS FINISHED"
At about noon, when the sun is normally at its brightest, an eerie darkness covered the land. A strange quietness settled over the scene. The darkness lasted for three hours, till Jesus uttered his last words, "It is finished", and he bowed his head, and died (John 19:30).

Suddenly an earthquake shook the land. Rocks were split and stones that covered the opening to some of the tombs were torn away, leaving the graves open. Later many bodies of the saints came alive (after his resurrection) and they went into the city and were seen by many.

At the same time, as the priests who had crucified their Messiah were about to slay the Passover lambs in the temple court, the veil of the temple, between the Holy and Most Holy place, was rent - from the top to the bottom. No human hand could have done that (Matt. 27:51-53).

Outside the city, at Golgotha, the Roman centurion who stood on guard was amazed at the things that had happened and at the way in which Jesus had calmly endured it all. When Jesus cried with a loud voice to God and suddenly died, the centurion knew that he had witnessed strange things that made him very afraid. "Truly this man was the Son of God", he said (Mark 15:39).
THE BURIAL
At 6 o'clock that night, the special sabbath feast day would begin. The Jews, now that they had got what they wanted, asked Pilate to take the bodies down. So the soldiers went to break the legs to hasten death, but when they came to Jesus, they were surprised to find that he was already dead. Like the Passover lamb on the night that Israel left Egypt, not a bone of his body was broken (Exod. 12:46). One of the soldiers took a spear and pierced his side, but God had been merciful to His son and he had already died (John 19:31-34).
Another councillor came to Pilate at this time. It was Joseph of Arimathea. He came and asked if he could take down the body of Jesus and bury him. Pilate consented and Joseph went with Nicodemus and wrapped the body in linen with spices. There was a garden nearby and they took him and buried him in a "new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid" (John 19:38-42). So Joseph and Nicodemus, now both disciples of Jesus, honoured him in his death. A little group of women followed them and saw where he was laid, determining to come back with spices and ointments after the feast day was over.
LESSON FOR US
When Jesus died upon the cross, he finished a life of perfect obedience to his Father. Because of this, God raised him from the dead and gave him immortality. Obedience is what God expects of all His children. "If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him", Jesus said (John 14:23). By his sacrifice, Jesus opened the way to life eternal for us. He was the only one worthy to receive it, yet God will give the same reward of immortality to all those who follow him to the end. If we believe him and obey him to the best of our ability, then God will forgive our sins and strengthen us to face any trials that come upon us.

What love God has shown for us in giving His only beloved Son as a sacrifice for us, that we might be saved. Jesus told Nicodemus of God's great love for us: "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
Jesus knew many details about his crucifixion from the Old Testament scriptures. Here are some references from Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 which he would have read. Compare them with what happened.
	"All they that see me laugh me to scorn ...saying, He trusted in Yahweh that He would deliver him: let Him deliver him, seeing He delighted in him " Psa. 22:7-8
	"Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said...He trusted in God; let Him deliver him now, if He will save him: for he said, lam the Son of God" Matt. 27-41-43.

	"They pierced my hands and my feet" Psa. 22:16
	They crucified him, and in so doing pierced his hands and feet (Matt. 27:35)

	"They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture" Psa. 22:18
	The soldiers parted the garments between them, but cast lots for his coat (John 19:23-24).

	"Despised and rejected of men" Isa. 53:3
	They rejected him as their king (John 19:15).

	"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth" Isa. 53:7
	When Pilate questioned Jesus, "Jesus gave him no answer", even though Pilate had afflicted him by scourging him

(John 19:1-10)

	"He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death" Isa. 53:9
	Jesus was crucified between two thieves (Luke 23:32). Yet he was buried in the tomb of the rich man, Joseph of Aramathea (John 19:38-41; Matt. 27:57-60)


From these Old Testament quotations we can see how accurate the prophecies were relating to the crucifixion of Jesus. Israel rejected their Messiah, but they will recognise him when he returns to them. “They shall look upon me whom they have pierced” and ask, “What are these wounds in thine hands?”. Then, instead of rejecting Jesus, hey will accept him as their Messiah and King.

What a wonderful time this is to look forward to (See Zech. 12:10; 13:6).
QUESTIONS 

Short Answers
1. Where was Jesus crucified?

2. Why did Jesus tell the women to weep for themselves?

3. Who were crucified on either side of Jesus?

4. What was written above his cross?

5. What wonderful words did Jesus say from the cross about those who killed him?

6. What did the passers-by shout out at him?

7. How did the chief priests mock him on the cross?

8. What happened to Jesus' coat?

9. Who did Jesus ask to look after his mother?

10. What strange thing happened about noon?

11. What were Jesus' last words?

12. What amazing thing happened in the Temple when he died?

13. Who buried Jesus?
Detailed Answers
14.
In the midst of all his suffering on the cross Jesus thought of others. How did he show his love for

(a) his enemies?

(b) his mother?

(c) his Father in heaven?

15.
  (a) Describe some of the strange things that happened while Jesus hung on the cross.

(b) What did the Roman centurion say when he saw all that happened?

16.
The Jews wanted the bodies of the men who were crucified taken down before night. Tell what happened and how Jesus was buried.
Additional Answers 
17.
Tell of three Old Testament prophecies that were fulfilled in the death of Jesus.
