112.    PAUL AND BARNABAS PREACH AT ANTIOCH
"Lo, we turn to the Gentiles"

Aim
To show how the Gospel was preached in Antioch in Pisidia: the Jews reject it and the Gentiles gladly hear it.
Paul, Barnabas and John Mark left Cyprus and sailed across to the main land to the town of Perga. Here John Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem. While Paul was in this area, he became quite ill. No doubt many of us would have turned from the work and gone home, deciding that God would not expect us to continue preaching if we felt as ill as he did - but not Paul. He had been called by the Holy Spirit to preach (13:2) and therefore he determined to faithfully continue the work to which God had called him. What a powerful lesson for us to follow!

Leaving Perga they made for the city ofAntioch some 160 km away. Their journey followed a road through a mountainous region, which was quite dangerous as it was a favourite place for bandits.

Acts 13:14-52
PAUL PREACHES IN ANTIOCH IN PISIDIA (vv. 14-15)
There are two Antiochs mentioned in the Bible - Antioch in Syria, which was the city from which Paul and Barnabas commenced their journey, and the Antioch that we are to read about now, Antioch in Pisidia; look them up in your Bible Atlas so that you do not confuse them in your mind.

When Paul and Barnabas arrived in Antioch, they went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as they always did, and sat down. After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue realised there were visitors in their midst and so they asked them, "Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on."
PAUL ADDRESSES THE SYNAGOGUE (vv. 16-41)
This was just what Paul wanted, an opportunity to tell the people the truth about Jesus Christ. Standing up before the people gathered there he said, "Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience".

Paul asked them to listen carefully to what he had to say, for he was going to show them from their own Scriptures that Jesus of Nazareth was in fact the Christ, the Messiah of Israel.

Paul slowly went through parts of the Old Testament Scriptures and showed that God had promised that one would come who would take away the sins of the people of Israel and give them hope of eternal life.

"Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins" (v. 38).

This way was only possible because God had raised him from the dead. It was good news indeed to everyone who wanted to listen.

As Paul finished his address, he warned the people not to despise and reject his words concerning Jesus-or they would bring God's judgments on them (vv. 38-41).
SOME WANT TO HEAR THE GOSPEL (vv. 42-43)
In the synagogue were both Jews and proselytes. ("Proselyte" is a word which describes a Gentile who has been converted to a belief in the God of Israel.) As the people left the synagogue, many of those who had listened asked Paul to talk with them during the next week. They had been so impressed that they could not wait until the next Sabbath to hear more. Others followed Paul and Barnabas to where they were living and, as the two brethren went on teaching, they became convinced that what they heard was true.
THE JEWS ARE ENVIOUS (vv. 44-45)
During the week, news of what Paul had been saying spread quickly. The next Sabbath day almost the whole city came together to hear the Word of God. When the Jews saw the crowds who came to hear, they became very envious and spoke against those things which Paul had said. They contradicted him and even blasphemed; that is, they said untrue and insulting things about Jesus, just as the Jews did to Jesus when he was on trial. Envy will quite often make people do unreasonable things. Here the Jews closed their ears to the truth and even spoke against it, because they were so envious of Paul.
"LO, WE TURN TO THE GENTILES" (vv. 46-52)
Paul and Barnabas boldly turned to these Jews and said: "It was necessary that the Word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." (v. 46)

How foolish they were, for they had not only turned from listening to God's Word, but had given up all hope of everlasting life.

The Gentiles, however, were glad and glorified God. They were so thrilled with the wonderful hope of the Gospel that the Word of the Lord was published throughout all the region of Antioch. As more and more of the Gentiles believed, the Jews became more hostile. They stirred up leading men and women in the town and caused trouble for Paul and Barnabas, until they were finally driven out of the district. The apostles shook the dust of Antioch from their feet and went on their way (cp. Matt. 10:14). They left behind them disciples who were filled with joy because they had found the Truth and had been given the Holy Spirit (v. 52).
LESSON FOR US
We see how quickly Paul took the opportunity to tell people of the Gospel. Even when the Jews opposed him, he continued to proclaim the Truth, for he knew the power of the Word of God. He knew that if people came with honest and good hearts to hear and think upon the Word of God, they would be convinced.

However, there are always those who, through envy and stubbornness, not only refuse to listen to God's Word but try to stop others from hearing also. Let us always be prepared to speak the Truth as Paul did, no matter what people say, and God will bless us. How thankful to God we must be for the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles, for that is how the Truth has come to us, who are not Jews by birth.
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
Read Acts 13:46 carefully. Paul says that it was "necessary" to preach to the Jews first. God was giving the Jews, who had crucified Jesus, a last opportunity to repent and to believe in him. This had been Peter's message on the Day of Pentecost (see Acts 2:36-38). Also, whe» Peter healed the lame man he said to the Jews: "Now brethren, I know that through ignorance ye did it (crucified Jesus), as did also your rulers . . . Repent ye therefore, and be converted" (Acts 3:17-19). How wonderful was God's mercy to them. In God's sight, they were "beloved for the fathers' sakes" (Rom. 11:28); that is, because God loved Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, he loved the Jews who were their descendants and wanted them to be as faithful as their fathers. Many Jews did believe, but many more were filled with hatred and added to their sins by killing Stephen (Acts 7).
In our last lesson we saw how Barnabas and Paul were sent to distant lands to spread the Gospel, which Paul tells us is "the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (Gentile)" (Rom. 1:16). They always went first to the synagogue to try to convince the Jews (e.g. Acts 13:5,14).

Now we see Paul turning to the Old Testament Scriptures (Acts 13:47 is quoted from Isa. 49:6) to prove that God had always intended that Gentiles would be given the same hope of salvation (see also Additional Notes, Lesson 9).

The judgment, concerning which the Lord Jesus had warned the unbelieving Jews (Luke 21:6,20-24), did event​ually come upon them in AD 70, when Jerusalem was destroyed and the Jews were scattered into all parts of the earth.
QUESTIONS 
Short Answers
1. What did Paul and Barnabas do on the very first Sabbath at Antioch in Pisidia?

2. In Paul's speech, what was he going to teach them from their own Scriptures?

3. What did Paul say was "preached through this man"?

4. Who was in the synagogue listening to Paul?

5. How did the Jews feel when they saw the crowds on the next Sabbath day?

6. What did the Jews do when Paul spoke?

7. Who did Paul say had judged the Jews of Antioch unworthy of everlasting life?

8. Who gladly received the Gospel in Antioch?
Detailed Answers
9.
In Paul's speech in the synagogue in Antioch in Pisidia, Paul turned to the Old Testament Scriptures.

(a) Whom did he speak about?

(b) What was the good news?

(c) What would happen if they despised these words?
10.
Tell what happened in Antioch in Pisidia on the next Sabbath day.
Additional Answers 
11.
(a)    What was Paul's bold answer to the Jews in Antioch in Pisidia? 


(b)    Briefly say what these words mean.
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