113.    SUFFERING FOR THE TRUTH
"We must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God"

Aim
To show how Paul and Barnabas preached the Gospel at Lystra, Iconium and Derbe and how Timothy became a disciple.
If you look at the map of Paul's first journey, you will see that he and Barnabas visited three more towns before they began to turn towards Antioch in Syria, from where they had first set out. They had been driven out of Antioch in Pisidia by angry Jews who were envious of the interest which the people had shown in the disciples' message. They continued their journey, preaching the Gospel and putting their lives in danger, but God had sent them out and they bravely kept on with the work He had called them to do.

Acts 14
ICONIUM (vv. 1-7)
At Iconium, they went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and preached the Gospel to the Jews. It was never difficult to find people who would thrill to the good news of salvation, but there were always unbelieving Jews who stirred up trouble. So it was at Iconium. "A great multitude believed" (v. 1), but the unbelieving Jews with their rulers even plotted to stone them. When Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they hurried off to Lystra, about 30 km. away.
LYSTRA (vv. 8-12)
"And there they preached the Gospel." (v. 7) They found at Lystra a certain crippled man who had been lame in his feet since birth and had never walked. He was listening very closely to Paul, who could see that this man had faith to be healed. The apostle fastened his eyes upon the lame man and said loudly for all to hear, "Stand upright on thy feet". To the amazement of those who gathered around, the cripple not only stood, but leaped and walked. He was completely cured. The people of Lystra were astonished. They saw clearly that such a miracle could not have been done by an ordinary man. However, they did not believe in the God of Israel and could not understand that God had given His apostles the power of the Holy Spirit to help them convince people of the Truth. "The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men", they cried in excitement. They kept on shouting this out in their own native language. There was a temple for idol worship just outside their city and they thought Paul and Barnabas were two of their gods who had come to visit their temple. They called Paul Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker and Barnabas they named Jupiter, who to the Greeks was chief among their gods.
THE PEOPLE WORSHIP PAUL AND BARNABAS (vv. 13-18)
Everyone in the city became very excited, and the priest of Jupiter brought oxen and garlands of flowers to the gates of the city, ready to make a sacrifice in honour of the apostle Paul and Barnabas.

Paul and Barnabas began to realise what was happening and were very distressed. They could not allow such a thing to happen. God alone was to be worshipped! They rent their clothes and ran among the people calling out, "Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men just like you and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein" (vv. 15-17).
They had to do a lot of talking before the people of Lystra could be made to understand that they were really men and not gods.
FURTHER PERSECUTION FROM THE JEWS (vv.19-20)
Meanwhile the Jews from Antioch and Iconium were still very angry with Paul and Barnabas and they arrived in Lystra to stir up the people against them. The men of Lystra were by now quite embarrassed about the celebrations they had wanted to make for Paul and Barnabas. When the angry Jews came to their city, they easily forgot the wonderful miracle Paul had done in their midst and, in a moment, became his enemies. Their feelings were stirred up so much, that they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, thinking he was dead.
The horrified disciples gathered around, but, to their great joy, they found that Paul was not dead. Helping him to his feet they went back into the city, no doubt rejoicing that God had saved him from death at the hands of these wicked men.
PAUL STRENGTHENS THE NEW ECCLESIAS (vv21-28)
The next day the apostles left for Derbe, the last town on their route. When they had preached the Gospel there and "made many disciples" (v. 21 mg.), they headed back to the new ecclesias they had established at Lystra, Iconium and Antioch. Their special message to each ecclesia was: "we must through much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God" (v. 22).
What great examples these two brethren were, who had suffered so many trials while preaching the Gospel. The bruises on Paul's body were obvious to all and the new disciples knew very well that it was for their sakes that Paul and Barnabas had endured so much. So they encouraged them to "continue in the faith", and the two brethren continued on their way, going from ecclesia to ecclesia until they reached Antioch in Syria. There they gathered the brethren and sisters together and told them "all that God had done with them, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles" (v. 27). Even though they had suffered so much, they knew God had been with them and had blessed the work.
THE DISCIPLE TIMOTHY (16:1-3)
This first journey would have left Paul with many memories, both happy and sad. But of all the disciples he made, one young man brought gladness to Paul for the rest of his life. That young man was Timothy. He lived at Lystra, where Paul had been stoned and left for dead. Perhaps Timothy saw this happen. He had been taught the Scriptures by his mother and grandmother since he was a little boy (2 Tim. 3:15) and had been baptised when Paul preached at Lystra. The apostle became very fond of Timothy and loved to have this young disciple with him. Later, Timothy went with Paul on his journeys. When Paul was in prison at the end of his life he wrote Timothy a lovely letter, encouraging him in the faith and asking him to come to see him.
LESSON FOR US
Paul and Barnabas were very humble men. When the people of Lystra wanted to worship them, they taught that all praise must be given to God only. Let us learn that all that we do must be for God's honour and not to gain praise for ourselves. As we read of Paul's sufferings, we learn that it is not always easy to follow God's way and it is "through much tribulation" (trial or suffering) that we must enter God's Kingdom. God will help us endure trials if we put our trust in Him as Paul did.
ADDITIONAL NOTES 
We can already see coming to pass in Paul's life that which the Lord Jesus foretold concerning him, "I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake" (9:16). Having been converted to the Gospel, Paul must now suffer in the name of Jesus Christ, as he had made others to suffer so terribly in the past (8:3).
Paul later wrote to Timothy: "Thou has fully known my .. . persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me" (2 Tim. 3:10-11).

Disciples do not usually face stonings or violent persecution today as the apostles did. The tribulation we face today is often pressure from our school friends to do the things they do - to dress the way they dress, to visit the places they visit, to listen to the "music" which they love to hear, to read the books and magazines that excite them, to watch television, to join in sporting matches with them. That is the sort of tribulation, or pressure that we find hard to endure. Paul encouraged the young man Timothy to "endure hardness (trouble) as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. 2:3). He told Timothy of "perilous times" which would come and they are the times in which we live, just before the return of Christ. "Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy ... lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." Paul's warning to Timothy is a warning for us all and his wise advice was: "from such turn away" (2 Tim. 3:1-5).

The "holy scriptures" which Timothy learned from his mother and grandmother are "able to make us wise unto salvation" (2 Tim. 3:15-17). Let us have Timothy for our example, so that we may share the happiness he will have in God's Kingdom.
QUESTIONS 

Short Answers
1. How did the unbelieving Jews at Iconium act towards Paul and Barnabas?

1. What miracle did Paul work at Lystra?

2. What did the people want to do when they saw this miracle?

2. Who did the people think Paul and Barnabas were?

3. What happened to Paul at Lystra?

4. Who was an outstanding young disciple from, Lystra?

3. What was Paul's special message to the new ecclesias after his troubles at Lystra?
Detailed Answers
8. At Lystra Paul healed a crippled man. Tell what happened afterwards.

9. One disciple at Lystra became Paul's friend for the rest of his life.  Tell all you know about him.
Additional Answers 
10.
Paul told Timothy that "perilous times" would come.

(a) What did he say people would be like?

(b) What was Paul's wise advice?

(c) What did Timothy learn that helped him endure?
11.

(a)    Tell how Paul suffered at Lystra. 

(b) What sort of tribulation do you find difficult? Give two examples.

(c) What can we read that will help us behave wisely while we wait for Christ to come?
