267. THE PLAGUES AND THE PASSOVER
"Let my people go"

Moses had been absent from the court of Pharaoh for 40 years and now, at the age of 80, he returned to deliver the message from Yahweh: "Let my people go," to the end that they might be a "people for His Name", redeemed from slavery and brought to the land of promise (Deut. 6:12, 21-24). But there was more in this than merely the deliverance of a nation from bondage. Yahweh's purpose was also to display His power over Egypt, the most powerful nation of the day (Ex. 9:16).
Moses was given the task of conveying Yahweh's Word to Pharaoh. It was no easy task, for Pharaoh, Egypt's supreme ruler, was a man of flesh: arrogant, hard, idolatrous. It was not until that final terrible plague — the death of the firstborn — that he relented long enough for Israel to escape through the Red Sea. Even before they had reached the Red Sea, he again hardened his heart and pursued after them.
The aim of this lesson is to show how God demonstrated His supremacy over the gods of Egypt and wrought Israel's deliverance through the blood of the Passover lamb — through whom today we may still find deliverance from spiritual "Egypt".

Exodus 5-12

PHARAOH'S HEART IS HARDENED.
Pharaoh angrily rejected the request of Moses (5:1-4), and, to show his arrogant contempt, increased the burdens of his slaves (vv. 5-14). Again under instruction from Yahweh, Moses appealed for their release, and demonstrated his authority by a sign that God had given him. This sign was imitated by the Egyptian sorcerers, who were skilled in trickery and sleight-of-hand, and as a result, Moses and Aaron, appointed by God as His spokesman, were dismissed from the court of Pharaoh (7:8-13).
The Israelites' plight had now become desperate. Pharaoh was cruel, obstinate and unyielding, and at the direction of Yahweh, the first plague occurred.

THE PLAGUES.
It is highly significant that every plague, in some way, concerned the religion of Egypt. Many of them directly affected the deities of the people; Yahweh thereby demonstrating their utter inferiority and worthlessness and His own supremacy.

1. Water Into Blood (Ex. 7:14-25): The Nile was worshipped as a god and its waters were said to be sweet, refreshing and healthy; it was certainly the lifeline of Egypt's agriculture, something still true of Egypt, for it receives practically no rain (Zech. 14:18). By this miracle, however, the Nile's sacred waters became putrid and all life in it died (7:18).
2. Frogs (Ex. 8:1-15): The sacred frog, normally revered, was now loathed as the land swarmed with them. Pharaoh pleaded for their removal and, to impress him with the power of God, Moses invited him to nominate the time that they should go (vv. 9-10). But when the frogs were gathered and lay in rotting heaps throughout the land, Pharaoh refused to let Israel go (see Isa. 26:10).
3. Lice (Ex. 8:16-19): This plague also affected the religious observances of Egypt, for priests covered with lice would be unable to officiate, and the lice was "in man and beast". Up to this point, the magicians of Egypt had been able to produce an imitation of the plagues Yahweh had sent; but from here on they were unable to copy them or do anything to relieve the effects of them. They were, in fact, forced to acknowledge the superior power vested in Moses (v.19). Thus the first great objective of the plagues was proved.
4. Flies (Ex. 8:20-24): The first three plagues had been suffered by the Israelites as well as the Egyptians, but now there was a division made between the land of Goshen and Egypt. God was about to prove His second great objective — that Israel was His special people. Swarms of flies invaded the land; and not ordinary flies but probably the loathsome Egyptian black beetle which is described as "destroying the land" and "devouring" (or biting) the Egyptians (Psa. 78:45).
Afflicted along with his people, Pharaoh told Moses, "go ye sacrifice to your God IN THE LAND" (v.25). But Moses was unable to accept this compromise because God had commanded otherwise and the proposed sacrifices involved the death of animals revered by the Egyptians. After being forced to agree to Moses' demands (v.28) Pharaoh hardened his heart as soon as the plague was removed and refused to let Israel go (v.32). The record says later that God hardened Pharaoh's heart (9:12; 10:1). While Pharaoh was reacting according to his own free will, God had specifically raised up a man of Pharaoh's arrogance and obstinacy so that His power might be revealed to all (9:16; cp. Rom. 9:16-18).
5. Murrain (Ex. 9:1-7): Murrain is a disease among cattle, and it now swept through the animals of Egypt. Here again, God was demonstrating His superiority, because the cattle were deified by the Egyptians. However, while the plague ravaged the cattle of the Egyptians, Pharaoh, on enquiry, found out that the land of Goshen was free of this contagious disease (v.7).
6. Boils (Ex. 9:8-12): Agonizing boils broke out on man and beast (v.10), affecting even the magicians (v. 11). Yet with all the torment that he and his people were suffering, and the pain of these burning ulcers, Pharaoh refused to let Israel leave.
7. Hail (Ex. 9:18-26): Before this plague Pharaoh was warned (vv. 15-16). He, who at the time wielded more power than any other mortal, and who was worshipped by his subjects, was told by the leader of his slaves that he was only permitted to live by the favour of the God whom he despised. The following day, a fearful hailstorm (unheard of in Egypt) rained down upon the land. It had the desired effect; Pharaoh pleaded for mercy (vv.27-28), but again, on its removal, he hardened his heart (vv.33-34).
8. Locusts (Ex. 10:1-20): Locusts, like an army on the march, stripped the land of Egypt of all vegetation, except in the land of Goshen. Pharaoh's servants now appealed to him to be reasonable. They were exhausted. But although he almost relented upon certain conditions (vv.7, 9), his obstinate nature was clearly evidenced when Moses insisted upon HIS terms being granted; "You have some evil purpose", he declared (v.10), and refused to let them go.
9. Darkness (Ex. 10:21-29): The Egyptians were also sun-worshippers, and Yahweh showed His command of even this great force of nature when He caused the sun to be blotted out. The darkness was such as could be felt. Only in Goshen was there light. Pharaoh sent for Moses and tried to bargain on his conditions, but Moses repeated his Divine demand. An enraged Pharaoh refused and threatened Moses with death if he again showed his face in his court. This obstinate egotist had shown his contempt for Yahweh and His servant, and now Yahweh would pour out His wrath upon Pharaoh and his people "without mixture".
10.	Firstborn (Ex. 11 and 12): The tenth and most dreadful plague would compel Pharaoh to obey Yahweh (11:1). Death was to fall upon every family in the land for all the firstborn would die. But in the land of Goshen, the Israelites could be exempt from the awful plague, if they trusted in God and kept the Passover as He commanded.

THE PASSOVER (Ex. 12:1-27).
Detailed instructions concerning the Passover were given to Moses and these he faithfully relayed to the people. The instructions were as follows:—

1. The month Abib was to be the new beginning of the year for them (v.2) and on the tenth day of this month, each household in Goshen was to carefully select a lamb, without blemish, from the flock, and pen it up for four days (vv. 3-5).
2. On the 14th day, at evening (that is, between 3 and 6 o'clock European time), they were to kill the lamb and catch its blood in a basin (v.6, note margin).
3. They were then to dip a bunch of hyssop in this blood and sprinkle it upon the doorposts and lintels of their houses (v.7).
4. As evening drew on, they were to roast the lamb whole and then eat it with bitter herbs and unleavened bread (vv.8-9). Not a bone of the lamb was to be broken (v.46).
5. They were to remain indoors all night (v.22).
6. No stranger was allowed to eat with the Israelites unless he had joined himself completely with them (v.48).
7. None of the Passover lamb was to be left until the morning. What they were unable to eat, was to be burned (v.10).
8. They were all to eat in haste with their shoes on and staff in their hand, ready to leave as soon as Moses gave the word (v.11).

Moses explained to the Israelites what all this meant. He told them that Yahweh was about to smite all the firstborn of the land of Egypt, but when the Angel of Death saw the blood upon the lintels and doorposts of the houses of the Hebrews, he would spare the "firstborn" of Yahweh (4:22; 12:23). So that they might never forget its lessons, the Israelites were commanded to keep this feast as a memorial every year (vv.14, 24-27).

THE NIGHT THE FIRSTBORN WERE SLAIN (Ex. 12:28-39).
Faithfully the Israelites sprinkled the blood of the Passover lamb on their lintels (Heb. 11:28). As night came on and the people went to their homes, a quietness came over the land; an uneasy, troubled quietness, for Moses' words had brought a great fear to the princes of Egypt, who had learned to respect the warnings of God.
But in Goshen, there was expectancy and excitement, as each family, together with any who had joined themselves to the "hope of Israel", gathered around their tables to partake of the Passover lamb as instructed. As the firstborn sons of Yahweh stood in readiness to flee at His command, a terrible cry arose out of the heart of the land of Egypt; in each Egyptian family the Angel of Death had performed his terrible work. In every household the firstborn lay dead, and Pharaoh's house was not exempt. A terrible panic and anguish gripped the people. Messengers were sent at once to Moses in Goshen to implore him to depart with his people immediately from the land of Egypt. No longer would Pharaoh refuse the conditions of Moses.
For the Hebrews, the time of deliverance had come at last. Jubilantly, but with trembling hands because of the fearful things that had been done to acquire their deliverance, they snatched their belongings, including the "borrowed" precious articles from the Egyptians. They followed Moses into the night — 600,000 men with their women and children, their flocks and herds and those who had thrown in their lot with Israel. Before the plagues began Pharaoh had asked, "Who is Yahweh that I should obey his voice and let Israel go" (Ex. 5:2). Now God had given him an answer. He had demonstrated His power and vengeance such as Pharaoh had never believed possible (12:12, cp. Ps. 78:43-53).

CHRIST, THE TRUE PASSOVER LAMB.
The apostle Paul says, "Christ, our passover is sacrificed for us" (1 Cor. 5:7). He was like the Passover lamb in that:—

1. On the 10th day of the first month of the Jewish year, he entered Jerusalem (Matt. 21:10).
2. From the 10th to the 14th day he was "penned up" in Jerusalem, teaching in the temple all day, and retiring each night to the Mt. of Olives (Luke 21:37, 38).
3. During these four days he was “inspected'' by the leaders of the people and shown to be without fault or blemish (Matt. 27:24; Luke 23:13-16).
4. On the 14th day at the 9th hour, he was slain (Lk. 23:44-46; compare Ex. 12:6 margin).
5. He knew the bitterness of suffering (bitter herbs) and he himself was without the "leaven of wickedness" (unleavened bread) (1 Cor. 5:6-8).
6. As the blood upon the doorposts brought salvation for the Hebrews, so personal redemption is through the sprinkled blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19; Heb. 12:24; Rev. 7:13, 14).

Thus the Passover lamb pointed forward to the Lord Jesus Christ; all the shadows of this observance found their substance in him.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PASSOVER FEAST.
The Passover is also meaningful for us today. Yahweh declared to Moses, "When I see the blood, I will pass over" (Ex. 12:13). We identify ourselves with this promise through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ in baptism, and by this act, we make figurative contact with that "precious blood" (1 Pet. 1:19).
By placing the blood upon their doors, Israel indicated their acceptance of the principles of the atonement as expressed in sacrifice (Heb. 11:28). Blood is a symbol of the life of the flesh which has to be poured out in obedience to God (Lev. 17:11). Our acceptance of the same principles requires that we identify ourselves with his life of sacrifice.
In Exodus 12:13, Yahweh promises to all who observe His requirements, "I will pass over you". In Romans 3:25, Paul tells us that God has "set forth" (literally "placed in front", as was the blood on the doorposts) Christ Jesus, that through faith in his blood we might obtain "remission of sins". The word "remission" literally means "passing over" (see margin). So Yahweh is prepared to "pass over" our past sins through the sprinkling of the blood of Christ, even as the Angel of Death "passed over" the houses in Goshen.
We are also commanded to keep the feast of remembrance (Lk. 22:13), knowing that Christ's blood provided the only way for forgiveness of sins and redemption from "Egypt". We must separate ourselves from the world (1 Jn. 2:15), even as Israel was separated from Egypt in the land of Goshen. We must "purge out" the leaven (evil) from our lives, and realize that through suffering and trial (bitter herbs), God has provided the way to salvation.

LESSONS FOR US:
· Pharaoh was arrogant and obstinate and rejected Yahweh's claims. At length, however, he was humbled and compelled to acknowledge Yahweh's supremacy, as will the whole world.
· Christ is our passover lamb and unless we have taken upon ourselves the sin-covering name of Christ, we shall perish, as surely as the firstborn of Egypt did, in the day of judgment which is coming.
· The sprinkling of the blood of Christ enables us to escape the bitterness of bondage to sin.
· As Egypt was judged, so the world of today (which is of Egyptian character) will be over-thrown at Christ's return.
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PARAGRAPH QUESTIONS:
1.	What specific objectives did Yahweh prove in:—
(a) the first 3 plaques?
(b) the last 7plagues?
2. "And Yahweh hardened Pharaoh's heart. " Explain briefly this statement.
3. List ways in which the Passover Feast typifies the Lord Jesus Christ.

ESSAY QUESTIONS:
1. What was the purpose of the plagues upon Egypt and how did they demonstrate the supremacy of Yahweh?
2. Explain how Christ was seen in the Passover in Egypt
3. In what ways does the Passover have a message for us today?




(1) [image: ]On the night of the Passover, and after the firstborn of Egypt had been slain, Moses leads the children of Israel out from Rameses to Succoth (12:31-39).
(2) From Succoth they are led by the pillar of cloud to Etham on the edge of the wilderness (13:20-22).
(3) The people are led along the western side of the Red Sea and, being pursued by Pharoah, cross the Red Sea in a great display of God's mighty power to deliver His people (14:1-31).
(4) After three days, they come to Marah where the bitter waters were miraculously made sweet (15:22-25).
(5) Israel encamped at Elim where there were 12 wells of water and 70 palm trees (15:27).
(6) The people complain and are fed by manna and quails (16:1-36).
(7) Again complaining, the people are given water from the rock at Rephidim (17:1-7).
(8) Amalek is defeated when Moses' hands are held up by Aaron and Hur (17:8-16).
(9) Arrival at Mt. Sinai where the Law is given through Moses (19:1-6)
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