
Practical Exhortations from Esther 3
Pride becomes hatred and prejudice becomes policy
Haman’s promotion exposes his character. Mordecai’s refusal to bow does not merely irritate him; once Haman learns that Mordecai is a Jew, he decides to destroy the entire Jewish people. Personal wounded pride grows into an empire-wide death decree.
1. Power does not create character; it reveals it
Haman’s elevation is followed almost immediately by destructive pride.
2. Do not claim Scripture gives a reason it does not give
Mordecai refuses to bow, but Esther does not explicitly explain his exact reason. (Esther 3:2).
3. Identity can become costly
Mordecai tells others that he is a Jew.
4. One person’s offence must never become hatred of a whole people
Haman expands his anger from Mordecai to every Jew. (Esther 3:6).
5. Prejudice generalises
It takes one conflict and invents a collective enemy.
6. Unchecked resentment seeks disproportionate punishment
Haman does not want correction; he wants annihilation.
7. Do not make ‘Agagite’ more precise than the evidence permits
A link with Agag and Amalek is ancient and plausible, but Esther does not supply a complete genealogy.
8. The Pur has no independent supernatural power
Haman casts a lot to choose a date. (Esther 3:7). God’s people should not imitate pagan divination.
9. What appears to favour evil may create time for deliverance
The selected date lies months ahead.
10. Political manipulation often mixes fact with distortion
Haman says the Jews are dispersed and have different laws, then implies that they are therefore intolerably disloyal.
11. Do not let rulers act on accusations without hearing those accused
The king gives authority without investigating the people condemned.
12. Delegated authority can be terribly abused
The royal ring turns Haman’s hatred into law.
13. Efficient systems can serve evil as easily as good
Scribes and couriers distribute the decree rapidly across the empire.
14. Material incentive can accompany murderous policy
Haman offers an enormous sum; exact modern conversion would be speculative.
15. Moral numbness is exposed by contrast
The king and Haman sit down to drink while Shushan is perplexed. (Esther 3:15).
Closing thought
Esther 3 shows where pride can lead when it gains power. Personal resentment becomes prejudice, prejudice becomes policy, and efficient administration becomes an instrument of death.
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