
Practical Exhortations from Esther 5
Courage with patience—and pride that cannot enjoy its blessings
Esther enters the king’s court, receives favour and then proceeds patiently. She does not immediately expose Haman but invites the king and Haman to two banquets. Meanwhile Haman, surrounded by wealth and honour, admits that none of it satisfies him while Mordecai refuses to honour him.
1. Courage can be deliberate rather than impulsive
Esther enters the court after fasting, prepared for the risk.
2. Favour does not remove the need for wisdom
The extended sceptre opens the opportunity, but Esther still chooses her words and timing.
3. Royal language may be conventional rather than literal
‘To the half of the kingdom’ expresses extravagant willingness, not necessarily a legal offer of half Persia.
4. Patience can be part of courage
Esther does not feel compelled to say everything at the first possible second.
5. Do not claim to know every tactical reason Scripture leaves unstated
Her delay until a second banquet is clearly deliberate, but the exact reasoning is not explained.
6. Wise timing is different from cowardly delay
Esther is moving purposefully toward disclosure.
7. Pride cannot enjoy abundance
Haman leaves joyful, then one sight of Mordecai destroys his satisfaction. (Esther 5:9).
8. Resentment gives one disliked person too much control over our emotional life
Haman allows Mordecai to define the value of everything else.
9. Possessions do not cure wounded ego
Wealth, sons and promotion are all listed and declared worthless to him.
10. Boasting often reveals insecurity rather than contentment
Haman gathers his household to rehearse his greatness.
11. Friends can reinforce our worst impulses
Zeresh and Haman’s companions propose the execution structure.
12. Bad counsel can make anger irreversible
The plan turns resentment into intended murder.
13. Do not over-reconstruct the KJV ‘gallows’
The Hebrew speaks of wood/tree; the exact Persian execution method is uncertain.
14. Evil can prepare the instrument of its own reversal
The structure made for Mordecai will be used against Haman.
15. The calm person and the proud person are moving in opposite directions
Esther’s patience contrasts sharply with Haman’s accelerating self-destruction.
Closing thought
Esther 5 contrasts two kinds of control. Esther governs herself under pressure; Haman cannot govern his pride. Patience strengthens one, while resentment destroys the other.
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