
Practical Exhortations from Esther 10
Greatness measured by service: Mordecai seeks the welfare of his people
Esther closes briefly. Persian imperial power continues, but Mordecai now stands next to the king and is highly regarded among the Jews. The final description of greatness is strikingly practical: he seeks the welfare of his people and speaks peace.
1. Deliverance does not mean the empire disappears
Ahasuerus still levies tribute. (Esther 10:1).
2. God’s people can be preserved within an imperfect political order
The book ends with survival and influence, not political independence.
3. The man once sitting unnoticed at the gate is now publicly exalted
Providential reversal reaches personal completion.
4. Delayed faithfulness is finally recognised
The royal records now contain Mordecai’s greatness as well as the earlier loyal act.
5. Do not make a modern office-title more certain than Scripture
‘Prime minister’ or ‘grand vizier’ may describe his function, but Esther says he is next to the king.
6. Greatness should be measured by service
Mordecai seeks the welfare of his people. (Esther 10:3).
7. KJV ‘wealth’ here means welfare or well-being
It does not mean he tries to make money from the Jews.
8. Authority is safest when it is outward-looking
Haman used position for ego; Mordecai uses it for others.
9. Popularity alone is not the measure
He is accepted by many because his service seeks their good.
10. Speak peace rather than fear
His final activity is described as speaking peace to his people.
11. Do not exaggerate the scope
The verse concerns his people and descendants, not a claim that Persia achieved universal peace.
12. The book never needs to name God in every scene for providence to be evident
Its pattern of reversals has been the theological witness.
13. Faithfulness may appear hidden for a long time before its value is seen
Mordecai’s story begins with an unrewarded entry in a record.
14. Public influence should preserve the character formed in obscurity
The servant at the gate remains a servant in high office.
15. The final contrast is moral rather than merely political
Haman sought greatness for himself; Mordecai receives greatness while seeking others’ good.
Closing thought
Esther ends with a simple definition of useful greatness: seek the good of others and speak peace. Influence is most faithful when it becomes service.
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