
Practical Exhortations from Ezra 3
Altar first: worship restored before the building is complete
The returned remnant gathers in the seventh month and rebuilds the altar before the temple itself is finished. Sacrifice resumes according to the Law, materials are gathered, and the foundation is laid with praise. Younger worshippers shout for joy while older people weep over what has been lost.
1. Begin with worship before impressive structures
The altar is restored before the temple building. (Ezra 3:2-3).
2. Do not wait for perfect circumstances before obeying
The community is still vulnerable, but it resumes what Scripture requires.
3. Fear need not cancel faithfulness
They are afraid of surrounding peoples, yet they set the altar in place. (Ezra 3:3).
4. Let Scripture regulate restoration
Offerings are made “as it is written in the law of Moses.”
5. Unity means shared purpose, not identical emotion
The people gather “as one man,” yet later some rejoice and others weep.
6. Practical preparation belongs to spiritual work
Masons, carpenters, food, drink, oil and timber are all organised.
7. Use the abilities and resources actually available
This community is poorer than Solomon’s, but it still builds faithfully.
8. Oversight matters
Levites from twenty years old and upward are appointed to supervise the work. (Ezra 3:8).
9. Praise should interpret progress as mercy
The song centres on God’s goodness and mercy toward Israel. (Ezra 3:11).
10. Do not confuse a beginning with completion
A foundation is worth celebrating, but much work remains.
11. Restoration can legitimately contain grief
Older people remember the former temple and weep. (Ezra 3:12).
12. Grief and gratitude can exist together
The great sound contains both weeping and shouting.
13. Do not shame those who remember what has been lost
Faithful people can respond differently to the same restoration.
14. Hope looks forward without pretending the past did not hurt
The remnant rises after judgment rather than brooding without purpose.
Closing thought
Ezra 3 is a chapter of beginnings. The altar comes before the finished house, obedience before security, and hope before completion. God’s mercy allows joy and grief to stand together.
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