
Practical Exhortations from Ezra 7
Prepare the heart: seek, do and teach
Ezra himself now enters the narrative. He is priest, genealogically descended from Aaron, and a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses. The key to his character is stated in one verse: he prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, to do it, and to teach it.
1. Spiritual leadership begins before public teaching
Ezra prepares his heart. (Ezra 7:10).
2. Seeking Scripture is deliberate work
A ‘ready scribe’ is skilled and learned, not merely a fast copyist.
3. Study should lead to obedience
Ezra seeks the Law ‘and to do it.’
4. Teaching should come after seeking and doing
The order protects against knowledge detached from character.
5. Priestly ancestry does not replace personal preparation
Genealogy establishes office; a prepared heart establishes useful service.
6. Biblical genealogies can telescope generations
‘Son of’ in a lineage does not always mean immediate father.
7. Providence can be recognised in successful travel
Ezra repeatedly attributes his journey to the good hand of God.
8. Imperial favour can become a servant of God’s purpose
Artaxerxes gives Ezra broad permission and resources.
9. Do not claim certainty beyond the text
Artaxerxes I is the standard historical identification, but Ezra simply says Artaxerxes.
10. Voluntary response remains important
The decree permits willing Israelites and ministers to go.
11. Temple service receives material support
Offerings, treasury access and tax exemptions assist the work.
12. Ignorance should be answered by teaching
Those who do not know God’s laws are to be taught. (Ezra 7:25).
13. Civil penalties belong to Ezra’s Persian-authorised setting
They are not a modern ecclesial mandate for coercion.
14. Give God credit for favourable circumstances
Ezra blesses the LORD for putting the purpose into the king’s heart.
15. Strength received should become service
Because God’s hand is upon him, Ezra gathers leaders and acts.
Closing thought
Ezra 7 gives one of Scripture’s clearest patterns for teaching: prepare the heart, seek the Word, obey it personally, and only then teach others.
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