
Practical Exhortations from Nehemiah 6
I cannot come down: priority, discernment and finishing the work
As the wall nears completion, opposition changes tactics. Nehemiah is invited repeatedly to meetings, accused in an open letter and then given false religious advice designed to make him sin. He refuses distraction, tests counsel and finishes the wall in fifty-two days.
1. Opposition may intensify when completion is near
There is no breach left, so the attack shifts from masonry to Nehemiah himself.
2. A reasonable-sounding invitation can still be a diversion
The proposed meeting at Ono is presented as cooperation but Nehemiah sees danger.
3. Repeated pressure does not make the wrong decision right
Four invitations receive the same answer.
4. Protect priority when the work is genuinely entrusted
“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down.” (Nehemiah 6:3).
5. Do not universalise one refusal into a rule never to meet opponents
The lesson is discernment, not isolation.
6. Public slander can be designed to consume time and confidence
The open letter accuses Nehemiah of rebellion and ambition.
7. A concise denial may be enough
He says the accusation is invented rather than launching an endless defence.
8. Pray for strength at the point of attack
“Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.” (Nehemiah 6:9).
9. Religious advice must still be tested
Shemaiah uses spiritual language to urge sinful retreat.
10. False prophecy is false because it is not from God, not because of the messenger’s sex
Noadiah is condemned for intimidation, not for being a woman.
11. Fear can tempt us into sin while pretending to offer safety
The sanctuary proposal would compromise Nehemiah.
12. Completion testifies to providence
Even opponents perceive that the work has been wrought by God.
13. Divine help does not mean miraculous masonry
People really organised, laboured and built.
14. Finished walls do not end internal compromise
Tobiah still has strong relationships with nobles in Judah.
15. One completed project does not mean vigilance can stop
The next challenge is governing and populating the city.
Closing thought
Nehemiah 6 teaches disciplined focus. Not every invitation deserves acceptance, not every accusation deserves prolonged defence, and not every religious voice deserves obedience.
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