
Practical Exhortations from Nehemiah 9
Thou art just: confession that remembers both rebellion and manifold mercies
After the joyful feast, the people gather again with fasting and confession. Their great prayer begins with creation and moves through Abraham, Egypt, Sinai, the wilderness, conquest, rebellion, discipline and repeated mercy. The whole history is read against one contrast: God is righteous; the people have repeatedly failed.
1. Joy and repentance belong in the same spiritual life
Chapter 8’s rejoicing does not remove chapter 9’s confession.
2. Give Scripture substantial space
The Law is read for a significant part of the day. (Nehemiah 9:3).
3. Confession should begin with God, not ourselves
The prayer opens with the LORD as Creator and Preserver.
4. Remember covenant grace
Abraham’s call and God’s fulfilled promise form the next stage.
5. Redemption increases responsibility
The Exodus and Sinai gave Israel privilege that should have produced obedience.
6. God’s provision continued despite weakness
Manna, water, guidance and instruction accompany the wilderness.
7. ‘Thy good spirit’ is God’s Spirit given to instruct
The verse does not require a separate co-equal divine person. (Nehemiah 9:20).
8. The Bible’s history of Israel is morally interpreted
Pride, stiff necks and rejection of the Law explain repeated trouble.
9. God’s mercies are ‘manifold’
The prayer repeatedly returns to pardon, patience and deliverance.
10. Repeated mercy should not produce presumption
Each rescue creates renewed responsibility.
11. Present hardship can be confessed as just
The remnant says, “thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly.” (Nehemiah 9:33).
12. Do not blame God for consequences of persistent disobedience
The prayer is strikingly free of accusation.
13. Political subjection is acknowledged honestly
Persian kings benefit from the land while the remnant lives under imperial rule.
14. Confession should lead to commitment
The prayer ends in a sure written undertaking.
15. A covenant renewal does not replace God’s earlier covenants
It is a solemn community response within them.
Closing thought
Nehemiah 9 teaches us to confess by remembering the whole story: God’s creation, covenant, redemption, patience and mercy, set beside human pride and failure. That memory produces humility and renewed commitment.
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